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( GHRRTE By GEORGE LUCAS | 


AS WE NEAR THE 207TH ANNI VERSARY of the theatrical release of STAR Wars: A New Hope, Jam maw Dente 
(y involved tr creating a new STAR WARS friiaay af “arequel™ files, Wea Stan Wars opraed in Ie r, I lapest rhace te wanted 
do enon: busters te alleu sane pa fell neare af the seaty park feether Ales fr tlre wigd. To my surprise, Stan Wars, The 
Empire Strikes Back ane Return of the Jedi were bigger fits shan fever could have expected. & But seecess aide T sian 
the bn were et eeythiag J eanted them te die Fry truth, each of the flees in their away ey fell short af ny ideal creative vi- 
sion. We nea ow! of rive ened mined, ichict is inevitable te staking movies, and [had to ronipramise ia meer schedules euct 
Mregets. Jers alse Frastrated lecause the technology af the time did not allow rhe Gell realization of all the spectal effects 
aequiedices Mtr f tvcel tn ees nel. Today, with the digital. imaging feclnalogy that Inenerrial highs & Measgic hes pioneered. J 
Aeeve fad she rare apporta nity topo liek earl complere spy Jaret trilogy the ii that Darna ily ietended, W Work Ig on 
the STAR Wars Trilogy Special Edition has helped me to aet Rack into the world of Stax WARS and begin work on tee pre 
quels. After Return of the Jedi mas released in 985, J refocused my life away from STAR WARS. There tere Hee areas 
thet becerene anase MAIPOPRRAE ba me: Horst at fice FLA; Mee LT ary HEE enmity te ie sel-saMetens: amd adi ANCIG tie fecinal- 


anh fo enable ste to make files she away f envisioned thene, without the arany compromises of the past ww Sve maw secne 


It wears delliresstng those areas, camel today cacy ane ae te 





er frotadiany Hype" nde af fuee snes are purse. 












rng ie forward. Ae fue Sv inca eer is fn STar Warps! hi istorty es at Shere io look fiw waved. 






de back. aad celebrate she fuperience that! Rape will live & SRR OR fo eae 
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IT 18 HARD TO BELIEVE that 20 years have gone by since Luke Skywalker 
and Darth Vader first entered our lives. Almost from the moment Sr4k Wars 
was Teleased in LOTT, the movie and its characters became part of our culture, 
Whether you loved STAR WARS or not, it's sife to say—especially considering 
that you're reading this magazine—it touched your life im some way. 

Now it’s back in the theaters, along with its sequels, The Empire Strikes 
Back and Retry of the Jedi, The occasion is sure to stir up a lot of STaR Ware 
talk, in the media, ae work, at school and elsewhere in the galaxy. 

What is it about Stax Wars that makes it such an icon? Is it just a fun film 
that nostalgic movicgoers want to see again (or, for many others, the first time) 

— ’ on the big screen? Is it the classic tale 
: af good va. ewil? [sin the special effects? 
Is it the mythological hero's journey? 

Editing this commemorative miajta- 
zine, as Well as the quarterly S7Tar 
Whee Ganaxy Jdfacazive, has provided 
me with a unique perspective on all 
things STark Wares, | am constantly 
ariazed at the passion out there for the 
movies, not only among the legions of 
fans, but also among these like myself 
whoa have a professional stake in STA 
Wass. [can't definitively answer the 
gucstions above—though the articles in 
this publication make a case for each, 

I choose to believe what George 
Liicas has said all along. He knew he'd 
hove to do something on the occasion 
of the movie's 20th anniversary. Yet int: 
stead of just rereleasing Star Wass in 
theaters, be chose to dive us a Special Edition of the entire trilogy. Certain 
things he wasn't able to do when filming the original have bugged him over the 
WESLTS, So what better Opportunity mow that he has the trne, Trae and tech- 
nology lacking in the mid "?is—te do back and make all three films the way 
he'd always envisioned them? 

Purists might object to fiddling with what already is, but they have the 
originals TT vider, It iy hu tible cepa Thich, the frank PEARS Trilogy Special 
Edition is a frand opportunity to see three terrific movies the way they were 
meant to be seen. ] hope you enjoy them, too, and that this magazine helps you 
understand to an even greater extent what makes Se Wars so special, 
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EELGDAATE THE GHPERIGIEE 


An introduction by Sere Lucas 
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, “The crectiaa of Gran Wind 20 yours apatinctind 
a revolution Up Baeids fanaa | 


WERE ONG THEY NOUN? 


For many members of the cast and crew, 
Stan Wass wor the begineing—or the 
culmination—of a Lamy career in films 


BLAST Tl TE PAST... 


The Stan Wass Trilogy Special Edition sducsles : 


“~““with new scenes, characters and creatures, 


treating moviegoers to a fresh look at 
all three classic films 
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IT T00H THE WORLD BY PUREE 


More than forever changing moviemaking 
ond marketing, Stax Wars remains cere: : 
pert of our culture 
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Sram Wars launched o whole pew generation 
__ movie. feeina and it “ = de 


Artists’ vistors inte universe 


‘have been on integral part‘of the saga 


Suan Wars ‘os the carnerstaae George Lu 
pig bufle an impressive and cutting-edge = ;- 
galaxy of businesses . = 


The Collector's Edition in Pewter and Gold 





gig = i-= 


Shean dived Phra Geshe aie ot 
Spersu ite Fol? 8 ered in 
hangoh ond 3° (ET om) in with 


‘oe 


Bosed on the aie of ive orginal. Preckely 
reproduced in solid pewter, complete with 
folelliie dish and e@och of its loser connons 
glow In the goloctic radiance of 24 kent gold 
elecioplote. Just $195, in monthly installments. 
Specially imported. May the Force be with you. 


SATE ACTIN GUARANTEED 


i you wish fo retum any Franklin Mint purchase, 

you may do so within 30 days of your receipt of 

feat purchose for replacement, credit or retuned. ihe Inpadol AT-AT ockoncer against 
Pete! omer on ihe iow paanet Moth 


ie ger tom fhe Dope Siibes Bock 


1 | Stea Were fte ANMIVERSAAY MAGAZINE 








Eo = 


The Greation Of STar 
Wars 20 Years Ago 
Incited A Revolution 
In Moviemaking 


BY MARH COTTA VAZ 


















On @ gigentic sound stage 
built of England's Elstree 
Studios, actors Peter 
Moyhew, Mork Hornill, Alec 
Guinness and Horrisan Ford 
portrayed Chewhacea, Like 
Skywalker, Gb!-Hia Kenobi 
ood Hon Solo cboerd Man's 
. Corelifon freighter, the 
Millennium Falcon, 





orth of 
Sin Pract: 


ciseéo, On 4 


country road 

that winds th rough 

groves of redwood 

trees and rolling hills, 

mountain lions roam, deer 

abound ancl dreams are made, 

Along that road is a place, nestled 
in a Valley that for a century was a cattle and 
dairy farm, called Skywalker Ranch, named for the 
| your hero of George Lucas’ famed Stag iWass trilogy. Sky- 

wilker Ranch is heme te the offices of Lucastile Ltd., imeluding its produc- 
tion facilities and archives. A short drive t the cast, in the town of San 
Rofoel, are LocasArts Entertainment Company, the company’s best-selling 
computer dames division, and Industrial Light & Magic (ILM), Lucastile's 
award-winning visual effects house. 

Although Lucas has attained power and prestige, i's ironic that he's 
senmetiines referred tows a amevie otedul. Che very concept was acathenti to 
him when le was fresh out of the University of Southern Calitornia film 
school. For his budding career Lucas aimed for creative independence from 
Hollywood, and his natural business savvy led to a short-lived partrership 
in Francis Ford Coppeda'’s fledgling American *oetrope Studios. ln those days 
all the world was a stage as Lucas filmed his first feature, THA F138, a 1071 
movie about a futuristic police state, shot in bocations around the San Fran- 
ersce Hay dren Qineluding the subterranean Bay Area Rapid Transit tunnels 
then under constrection and the elegant Marin County Civie Center desigeed 
by architect Frank Llovd Wright). 

Those were funky, freewheeling days. When THA wis entered in it spe- 
cil program at the renowned Cannes Filin Festival, the vound director, his 
bank account down to his last $2,000, strapped on his backpack and headed 
off tor the French Riviera resort town. While he was hardly freeted gsm con 
1 Sida WARE 
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quering bero—Lucas had to sneak into 
a screening of bis own Alin because he 
didn’t have a festival pass—the serappy 
filmmaker clic strike a 510000 deal with 
a United Artists stidin representative to 
develop his script for Americana Graff. 

In the immediate post-Cannes peri- 
od, with the studio rejecting several enr- 
ly drafts of his seripe and his finances 
further dwindling, Lucas was tempted 
by an offer toe abandon his Graffin 
dreams to direct Ladi Jee, a heist film 
for which he was offered an up-front 
$100,000 check and profit percentage. 
Lucas stuck to bis plans and saw Gra 
fel throudh tos 1973 release by Lee 
versal. ‘The film's sucoess paved the way 
for a certain space opera movie, And 
Lately feet Although it starred! Geert 
Sutherland and Rebert Diuvall, the 1973 


Worting to provide Fox 
Math avt te supplement 
Sis foacifal seript aad via 
ther finaaciel backing, 
laces Mired former VASA 
ivstrater Aofah McGuar- 
fie. In Medwarrie’s initial 
concepts, dradd R22 
tarveled en a tiene ball 
bearing whlch Lircas later 
thanged to three sturdy 
legs. An early version of 
C-3PO wes femfiaive- 
looking, reminiscent of 
the “rabotrix” in Fritz 
Long's 1926 Metropolis. 





to convince Alan Ladd Jr 


release suffered a swaft box-office denth ane left Lae 
eas With the suspicion chat his promising 
career could have ended up on ice as well. 
Everything in Lucas’ career to date had been 
a prelude to the making of Svan Waeas, Im rosy 
retrospect, it was the film chac built arn entertain- 
ment empire and kicked otf a mythic saga that 
has enthralled fans worldwide for the past 20 
years. But duiraig thie nearly Dwyer preachuction 
period, the project always seemed to be skating 
on the rzer’s ede of disaster. After United Artists 
and Universal passed, 20th Century-Fox decided 
ha famble an the flan bie was often ina fret about 
what soremed an out-of-control production with 
questionable prospects. At one point, it took the 
Paintings of concept artist Ralph Mefbuorrie—in- 
cluding a rendition of the denids R2-02 anal C- 
SPOUon the ovin-suo desert world of Tatooine—to 
convince Alan Lack Jr and other Fox executives 


to stay the course. 


Looking back, the consternation in the halls of Fox 


Wits witherstimluble, For one, the science fiction genre 

in those days diude't automatically mean blockbuster suc- 

cess. On the technical side, Livcas was Plannin tk canyure 

Wp ATL entire univers: with a scope and complexity never he- 
fore attenipied., The spacecraft alone were a radical departure 


from the traditionally shiny disk spaceships of classic sci-fi pro- 

dluctions. Lucss envisioned seratched and battered vessels that re 
fected the rigors and wear of space travel and war—what became 
known a3 his “used universe” concept. He oles imagined massive Star 








Moturarrie’s take or 
Garth Vader evolved 
from @ sort of me- 
devel somuerot fo the 
screen version, Tie 
artist mitially depict 
ed the character 
wearing @ breathing 
mosk so Ae could pass 
jrom ship ta ship in 
spoce, However, Lucas 
fiked the sintster- 
looking mask so 
much, ft becore & 
penmancat fivture, 
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Destroyers rumbling through the heavens and rocketing starhghters engaging in outer 
space dogtights, visions of scale and speed far removed from the models flown on wire 
rigs thar had heen iy pacally seed in the past. 


Uatibe the drighe ond shiney 
futurist: transports af troadl- 
tional sci-fl movies, Star Wars 
craft, fike Luke Shywelker's 
fandipeeder (helow), were 
qiver an old and weather- 
beoten (ook, ft wos all port of 
Locos” ideo fo create o “used 
uitvese” wiih gowe bbe Bln 
rere nea lsin, 


Sy7ark Wass featured a cast of unknowas, with the lead roles going to Wlirk 
Hamill as the young thrill-secker Luke Skywalker, Harrison Ford as the cageyv 
smupeler Han Solo and Carnie Fisher as the headstrong Princess Leia Oritana. 

The newiee nature of the actors was underscored by Ford, whe worked ae od 

carpentry jobs in berween stray TV soles and bit pares in Lucas own Aumer- 

ican Graffin and Coppola's The Conversation. Anchoring the production 
wold be the esteemed, Oscar-winning British actor Sir Alec Guinness 
[knighted byw Her Majesty in 1959) in dhe sole of the sage Jecli Kangethie 
Ben Obi-Wan" Kenobi, and Peter Cushing, a veteran of Great Britain's 
celebrated Hammer horror films, as Grand Molt Tarkin, the @rim-faced 
Imperial fowernver, 

Onher cast members were transformed iito virtual walking ef 
feets: the muscular David Prowse, who had a souall role im Stanley 
Kubrick's 1971 A Clockwork Orange, was encased in the armored 

heloet and sutt of Lond Darth Vieder (whose OMNIS Yolce, though, 
was supplied by James Earl Jomes); the fA" Peter Mayhew, whe 
had played the Minotaur in Siwbed and the Eye af tlie Tiger bebore 
heing called to qucition for St48 Wars, found himself fitted inte 
the hot and sweary Knitted melair and yak lider body gan cit 
the Wookiee Chewhacea; while Anthony Qaniels amd Renny 

Raker would be transformed into the mechanical droids C-37P0 

ind K2-D2, respectively 





“Except for Harrison, Mark and Carrie, the actors proiu: 


Fonisie wert the focotion for loke’s 
dome plored, Totootie, tut dhe can- 
dittans were fess than hospiirbie 
with soadstonms aed 210° hemperc 
hires. Sond regularly tacded A202 
to malfunction, ard o dewbock—o 
hoge mechanized creature intended 
fo Juntber ocrets the devert ia ho 
different scenes—was rendered total- 
dy tagperchie and stards motiomess 
in the feo! cot of the movie. (Ie tie 
Special Edition, computer gropirics 
bring the beast te fife. 


















bly dideat have a clue as te what the Alm was about,” 






























commiserates Rick MeCallum, producer for the wp- 





coming Sk Wakes prequels. “Te muse have been ex 
difficult tobe Darth Vader with your 
voice being dubbed, or te have to perform ina 
fur suit in a movie where the principle pho- 
tography wos staged at Elstree Studies im Eng- 
lanl, a country net usec to doing science fic- 

thon movies let alae sonmbethi iy Pi Fe visually 
complex and difficult as Svan Wars," 

The $10-millton production was con- 
lecutiogs froo the start. Lacas shot the 
principle photography int England with a 
crew that was both suspicious and re. 
sentful of the then 32-year-old whiz kid 
moviemaker From the United States. 

There were also constant problems get- 
ting things to work while pushing che 
limits of special effects. For example, a 
location shoot evoking “Titeoine im the 





tracrdinarily 


desert wees of Tunisia tad a scene 
with an Loperial stanmtrooper mourne- 
ed atop a giant “dewback,” a planned 
play sical aniiatooct creature effect that 
didn't work and in the final film sits 
metionless on the horison. 


Mori, aa Asian elephant, 
was dressed up os @ bartha, 

Oo parek daniel uted by violent 
Toteoine Sand Feaple, wlsa 
known as Tusken Raiders. 
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One of the most tolked-obowt Star Wars 
scenes tokes place ia the Mos Eisley 
Spaceport cantina, where Luke and Ben 
hook up with dor, They stand owe like 
sore Thumbs in this den of infgeity, 
where the cregs of the untiverse—piraies, 
smuggiers, Bowity hinters and other 
nefarious types—toke refuge. As the 
Medel Nedet Band pioys. aliens, sone 
with stertes as elaborate as thelr make- 
up, eye the humans suspiciously, At heft, 
Ceeas jasirects tbe acter dressed os 
Greedo, a Aodian quaning for Han. Near 
feft, aa [thorian, or Hammerhead, a 
feoce- loving alien, keeps Ais distonce 
from the fercas Luke steps fite, white 

a devilish Gevaraaian (above) fooks an, 


“There were always problems with the physical effects,” mores Metallum, 
“There were things like trying te get R2-D2 to move, and the radio controls 
wouldn't work, or sparks anal flames would suddenly come out and nothing 
would happen. And then you're taking physical effects from Enygthond! to 
Tunisia. where it’s 110 degrees and you're working in the sand. This is- 
nt to be alisparastiryé utninst any of the physical effects guys. ] can’t even 
imagine aivpical English Gliwnaker who's beer to the business for 25 
to 30 years purting down the seript which says, "We see adewback i 
the horizon move fram. right to belt? First. he doesn’t know what a dew- 
hack is, arul them you add im the shipping [of a Biant animatronic 
puppet] and desere conditions.” 

While Lucas was wrestling with first-unit pressures and the lin- 
its of physical effects in England, his stateside visual effects unit 
was experiencing ir own travails. “To them had fallen the challenge 
of crafting such visions as the majestic Star Destroyer, atarfighters 

blasting through the galaxy in the faster-than-light currents of hy- 
perspaice, plireks sparring in spice, the visios of unknerwn worlds 
and a space battle finale above the massive Imperial Death Star, 
With the exception of such off-world adventures as Kubrick's 
20), A Space Odyssey (1968), visual effects was mot exactly a 
growth industry. Whe technolagy did mat exist for mach of 

Lucas’ fights of fancy, and the traditional studio effects shops lad 

long since vanished, The buzz from Hollywood was that Lacs. 

as cit OF his deprls, OVer his head, ask tray for the Litipassible, 

To create the Stas Wass visual effece, Lucas’ “hMinmiature 
and Optical Effects Unit" (as the future ILM was so desig¢nat- 
ech int che film's credits) had setup shop ina SO ,000-square-fooe 
industrial warehouse in Varn Nuys, Calif Por harried Fox ex- 

Goulives it wasn't eo much the several million dollars they were 

investing in literally building an effects shop From scratch, but 

the volatile makeup of the crew thar dismayed them. Like Lu- 
cas, that seminal (LM group was young [average age in their lace 
20s) and disdainful of Hollywood ways [in choosing up sides 
inthe dalacuc struggle, chose first (LMers fele kimship with the 

Rebel Allianec}. As model shop veteran Lorne Peterson once 

soi, “We bod this feeling of man against machine.” 
lt probably clicdlai’t allay concerns that the Wow Mays fhucility, 
Which operated without a time clock or dress code, had beers 
nicknamed the “Country Club.” [t wasn't only the hang-loose 
groove that ramkled tradiioralises, Many on the bot haw gever 
worked in movies, much lesa a major studio release. Past anid pre- 
sent [LMer Paul Mustan, tor example was in the University of Col- 
orddo's architectural school when one of his teachers recomoencl: 
ed him te the production. Huston heeded the call and went ta 
southern California not with stars in his eves. bot with the prospect 

ok hutrag qilarstie PSIPES cory speiceshig models, 
Unlike the slick, well-oiled machinery of today's studio black: 
buster, the Stan Waes model and apricals set-up often conducted 
husimess om the cheap. Mellaachesl tlepartment supplies were often BEnnics- 
ta-the-dellar purchases made ae a nearly Gove reagent Sunpapel i store, “Utne 
facility had a screening room chat was later recalled as being furnished its 
“early Gonhwill," with a screen, projector, old furniture ond a mattress with 
springs poking cee. 

Like the film crew shooting overseas, the Svan Wars effects squad lad ta 
deal with ite share of wiversity, as well, There were the constant rumors swirling 
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around the Yan Nuys facility, usually preciceing the produc: 
tien’s imminent shutdewn by the studio. The unit, which jad 
begun a2 a non-union shop, was also operating in a heated po- 
litical climate that even engendered rumors of a Arebom: thrent 
(Once the studio wind wnbons Gime to an agreement, arid ILM wert 


unborn, there wis ne mere scutthehutt about firecbomb threats. } 
CH nonumnertal conocer to the entire production, and the 
Erim seemaria that freeted an exhowsted George Luens wher 
he come home from England, wars hat the visual effects dooup— 
that had heen running for more than year and gone throwth 
an estimated million dollars—had only three steots out of hun- 
dreds to show for itself, Distraught at the lack of progress, Las 





cms soon after Felt che telltale chest pains of a heart attack. 

He was taken to a hoepital where he was diagnosed as be- 

ing in the throes of hypertension and exhaustion. Reduce 

the stress in your life, bee wens tolel, Iwas while staring in 

a hospital mirror ac has pale, fatigued courntemance that Lu- 

eas decided he wasn't going to direct another film. (And 

he hasn't, until now, In Seprember, Laces anounced he 

would direct the first of the much-anticipated Siar 
Waxes prequels, scheduled for release in 1995.) 

Bat once you hit bottom, you either crash anil 

Init or rise Hack ta tle Crip, And soit was wath the 

S7ak Wars effects wnoit. A miglit shift was head- 

cd up by Dennis Muren and Ken Ralston. The 

studio brought in.an ald Hollywood pro mamerd 

George Mather, whoee duces included sce- 

ing that the lab processing the daily pro- 

duction footage dud sep in a timely TgT1- 

ner, Most ampertantly, the young 

visual effects artists—whio had 

seemed all long hair ond 

shortsighted bo many ob 


Servers—turned 
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out te he as resourceful and hardworking as amy vet- 
eran Hollywood unit. In retrospect, it was clear that 
no one had anticipated the implications of starting 
up a full-service effects shop, particulacly ome as in- 
novative as that STAs Wass team 

Members of the original Svar Warts crew vould 
later recall the time as a kind of Golden Age, with 
everyone eorbtrabeticed without regard TO Status OF or- 
gdanizational hierarchy. Paul Huston, tor instance, 
went to Van Nuys to glue parts on models but ended 
up drawing storyboards and not only making madels, 
but even assisting itt sheoting then. 

There was a sense of adventure, as well. At one 
point, [LMers Lorne Peterson, Richard Edlund ane 
Thick Alexander were sent down to Tikal, Guatemala, 
to Alm ancient pyramids, a shot that would represent 
the Rebels* secret base. (Peterson would later ohserve 
that the same scene shot taday would probably in- 
volve a 20-te-30 person crew.) After flying in to 
Guatemala, the threesome drove with their film equip 
ment ina battered old Volkswaged bas to the ancertt 






pyramids. The site was so overrun by jungle that na- 
tive hirelings had ta help drag the equipment to the 
top of the pyramid from which they'd be shooting, 
hnckong a path with nwehetes ta the SOs? seer. 
Onee up there—at the spot where pricsts once 
eut wut the hearts of human sacrifices and tossed the 
bloodied victims down the precapiteus store steps 
the prick waited for the steamy sky te clear so they 
could film a jungle vista broken by the peaks of crum- 
bling pyramids. In the Final shot, which features a 
composited elemernl af Han Sobo's Adifenesicen Fal- 
con, a Rebel guard surveys the lorizon with field glass- 
es; that’s actually Peterson in costume, chosen to stand 






“The novice nature of the actors 


Harrison Ford, wh 
Borrison For, Wao 
worked at odd carpentry 


jobs in between stray TU roles 


and bit mavie parts.” 








Ever fhe Force bod to 
toke fre once feo while, 
Gromstonally the Star 
Wars cost woeld step ont 
of chorecter, but not owt 
af costume (Tt woald foe 
foo long for them to get 
hock inf). Fram left: 
Aol, Guinsess ova 
lacas cool aff te the 
Tantvon desert curing a 
éelebrotian for Sir Alec's 
birthday: Anthony Doaiels 
stops for o chporette 
breok: octors shed thor 
Jed head pear fa cine 
desert (owas ore the 
Fotoning srovenpers whe 
fell A2-02 and C- TAP te 
toke’s wecle, Owen Lori): 
Corie Fisher is dabbed 
withog fithe moke-ap be- 
fore filming the final 
sequence: actor Mayphen, 
riasing in iis yok om 
mohair Chewhacco cos: 
tune. fru the suit 
more of o sound ("The 
heat wos incredible.” be 
remembers): Guinness 
ond Bovid Prowse (sang 
fis Dorth oder reqaiia) 
refeorse ther pivotal 
fiphiseber diel scene 
with the help af a 
Jeocing fastrector and 


diréctior Larcirs. 
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at the pyramid’s clangerous precipice because he 












































wos the only one of the three wothbour kids Hees 





they hade't breughe appropriate props, “actor” Pe- 
terson was festooned with a couple of photogtra- 
pher’s light meters tied together with soffer’s Lip 

That orginal effects team was also in che 
vindudrd of developing new ways of making 
movies. Part of the earlier union problem could 
even be traced to the fact that the anit wast 
working exclusively in the traditional materials 
of wood, plaster and steel. The model makers 
alone were experimenting with different kinds 
of plastics, silico, eponies, ric tatetedd alyeriaiari 
arid other inrievatiores, 

Mint importantly, to create the film's com- 
plex multi-clement composite shots, a mew tech- 
nology lid tebe tventedl, The driving force af the 
work wis still dhe traditional optical compositing 
techniques, in which a device called an optical 
printer combined separately hlmed elements aris 
new film, But (LMS wrinkle wold Ibe conple- 
niin optical Cones irae with “motion oom- 
tral,” a breakthrough proccss by which cameras, 
models and other hardware could be preprce 
grammed to make specthic, repeatable moves. Thus, 
separately Almed clements could be progeammed 
toa svnch-up with cach other amd look tke a sin- 
gle hlmed image when eptically composited, Lendl 
ing the charge on that free would be Plootograghiic 
Effects Supervisor Jolin Dykstra, whose team ce- 
veloped a motion-contreal track camera for STAg 
Waes that was clubbed the Oykstniflex. 

The Sur Was unit alee resurrected old, aban- 
Vin work in tandem with their tra- 


donned technolo 





ditional tools and space-g 


the use of Vista Vision, a owihesereen process Para: 


Inneviieas, Such was 





riowrtt had developed in the 1950s and used For 





such big-screen spectacles as The Tew Conreensa- 


meats nod Nertl Hay Mortiicest, Hat the forirat, in 
= 
—_— 


From drawing tate ta sound stage, the 
crew nealized the meta hengar deck of 
fhe secret Rebel bode on Movin Foor, 
where Luke mad Roque Squadran prepare 
Jer the qssovlt o9 the Death Stor Fran 
top: A MeQworriec prodection painting 
sete the scene: the original storyboard of 
the Rebel fleet by Geary Meyers, Piru! Hus. 
fon, Steve Gewley oad Ronnie Shepierd, 
under the direction of Joe Johmston;: 
Lucas, of IL4, eyes o model of the x- 
wing fleet: the completed set os meters 
neady the “real” storfighters for botdle, 
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which standard 44-milliamecer film ran 
vertically instead of horizontally through 


the fate oto camer or propechon system, 





required mew theagneal poopectiort sys 





rater camners did mot wart 





toms which wt 
to bin. Although the format soon fell by 


thee wary, Its wiontige te Larcas ani 


ois 





ILM some 20 years later was that Visto 
Vision allowed the filmmakers to double 
cach film Frame’s exposure area, re- 
sultimt in a cleprer, sharper Picture 
“neato peture higl-feleliey,” as Para 
mount had proclaimed in the heady, 
hey fal clays of the format's release 
The fermat was vital to DL30"s com- 
posite-shet effects. Because the apperobch 


of rephotograpling scqrarate clemperts int 


evitably 

huilt up film gram and de- 

traded the final image, Vista Vistori’s 

doubled frame area allowed the creation of 
composite shots closer te the “first deneration” 
quality achievable when a live-action scene is filmed 


ard cut inte the Graal Alin watheau! restr eyae 











ATL kur! eat 
optical trickery. After completing heir composites im the Wis. 
taVision format, the Anal sheets could then be printed out to sram- 
dard 35-millimeter stack and cut im with the rest of the film 
Another bears for the filaimigkers woe that sbandened but avail 
ible VistaVision camerns and optical primters were available at fine sale 
prices. (The workhorse printer secured during that period, known as the 
Anderson Optical Printer, was purchased from Paramount for some $11,000. 


Womuirket wal- 








Che same printer, still in perfect working order, has o curre 
o.) 


Even as the preduction progeessed and the movie took shape, it was 













we of about S300 


Several stole madels of Man's beet-en 
pirate ciip—and unlikely bero—the 
Millennium Falcon, were Guilt for tie 
Alm shact. A lifecsize version, complete 
wih reciette-leking dea area score, 
wos used for ground scenes, ILMers built 
smater models for blee-screen shots af 
intergalactic trevel ond space Patties. 
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with everyone contributing wi 


Stam Ward spurred refinements of canpodite 
Photagranhy, Here. the crew Ooihds hoe soem 
of the dogfight betwren Imperial! TE fight: 

en ood Rebel A-wings in the Dect Stor 

trenches: an Sowing is prepored for o 

shot: pyrotecheictans sheot an ex 
flodiag fighter dn frowt of a blire- 
screen; a camera films the 

treach beckground: the Ander- 

son optical priater combines 
el! the footoge. 


cdifficule te tell whether Svae Wars was a classic or a disas- 
ter in the making. There were a few inklings of success 
along the way, such as an advance look at theatrical trail. 
ers in the unit's funky screening room, which seemed to 
parcecid exci things. Ona hunch, afew conhdent effects 
crew members literally invested in the Gina's peemutial Suc 
cess by purchasing some 20h Century-Fox stock [which 
would end up doubling) 
But no one was prepared! for the phenomenal inipact when 
Sraa Waas opened in 32 theaters mathonwide on May 25, 177 
Lucas himself was.on the wav toa hamburfer yom in Aedlywosl 
when he neticed levrig! lines achd a genie ral commotion at the ven- 
crable Mann's Chinese Theater. He was astounded when he saw 
the words Siar Wass emblazoned on the theater aATyweT anil real 


i ericnec the work for which 


ized those long lines were fling in to ex 






he'd personally suffered. 
As reports of neconl box-office numbers daily poured into the smedio and 
mich meeded vacation, 


There, while relaxing on a bench with his frend and fellow director Steven 


production offices, Lucas retreated to Hawaii for at 





Sqrelberd, the two built a sare castle to celebrate the Svan Wass sucocss. [t 
was. curing that seaside scspite that the duo began to swap ideas for a new 
kind of movie here, Spielberg was cager to de an action Gr in the James 


Bend tradinon, while Lucas shared another of his dreams—a Concept albeit 





an adventuring archaeologist whose thirst for torhame and glory leads hom 






en aquest forthe legendary Ark of the Covenant. The two made a handshake 





tal, a fnendship pact to bring such a hero—later to be dubbed Indiana 





es—to lite on the silver screen... but that’s a story for another bine 


Today Lueasfilin greets the 20th anniversary of Sr4ae Wiass—the film 





; crew would later recall the time as 


a kind of GM ua, 
thout regard ta status... 





brtes wanted o clewticn! store 
te accompany Ais goad-versus- 
evil soge. He'd osed weil: 
Areovert murdié os plocetaiders 
in the rough soundtrack, and 
then osked Jobo Willies 
(below), whe scored Sievert 
Spfelbeng’s Jaws, to compose 
mew music Liha’ fad the sane 
emotional thrust, 










| that started it l—with mex only a Spe 
cral Edition relense, but with ambi- 
| nots. plans fer a mew trilogy i if pre- 


quel chapters. The prequels wall 


be preeluced in a movienaking 

EMVITOC ede complerely dif 

- 4 | : ferent from the days when Lu- 

aa aa cas was struggling with non- 


Functoruing Whewhacks in the 


- Tunisiin desert and a rad- 
tad band of visual effects 
| artists working, oul of a 


warehouse, This over: 


| 1 teeta! tpeay benrike ing cli- 
ail mate has, in fact, been 
directly traced back to 
| i | | | 


the breakthrough visual 
ttfects and sucecssful 
merchandising tie-ins of 
STAR Wass itself, 
The launching of 
the S7ae Wass prequels 
15 already lintel ervriiy, 
with Luacashlin having 
inked a S2-billiom pro- 
motional agreement with 
Pepsile an May af 10m 
that will cover at least the 
first of the wpeoming pre- 
qucls. On the creative side, 
the bor couldn't be ser high 


% audi- 
ences with the same kind of 
ivecsomic, other-worldly expe- 





er: toentrance today 


mence Chit greed movietoers 
hack in DSF? One current [LMer 
describes the prequels as being like 
the distant rumbling oko wet uriseen 





Fhe finale was finned ta the Great Assembly Hail of the 
Rebel bose, where Princess Leite presented Luke oad Har 
(out why not the Wooklee?) medals for their bravery, Tie 
cost mad crew ef Ste Wars was bowored tee with waprrcie 
dented bocoffice soles ard sever Academy Awards. 


leencrieive, 
Bor the man who laid the orginal tracks 
amd eng@incered the S748 Wakes train, 1897 


shroud be a omenurnienial ar. Meol anily wall 





the world celebrate the file's 20th anniversary 

with enhanced versions of the entire STaAk Wars 

trilogy in theaters, but the dawn of a longanwatted! new 

threesome of floes will ecrme when Full-seale production on the 

first prequel begins. Last vear George Lucas was rarely seen at Skywalker Ranch, opting to 

spend memths at home working on the prequel seripts. More than 20 yeors age, the strug: 

Hing filmmaker had similarly devoted bis time te crafting a framd story with compelling 

characters that ultimately captivated the world. Now he's taking his time creating mew ad- 

ventures, laying aut another mvdie voyage into the Sax Wass universe. As Lucas Knows 
all tes well, You juse don't take shortcuts on a dream. it 





Mark Cottw Var is a senior writer for Cinefex andl actleor of Ladiuscrial Light & Magic: Inte the 


Digital Realm /Hallansine Sooks, 2090), a istery of che last 10 years of PLM 
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The bestselling novelizations based 
on the classic trilogy of films! 


STAR ras STAR Wh ALPES: 
A MES HPT | THE EXIFIRE 
STRIKES MACK 


ARE LAS 


A gallery of dazzling visuals 
in three bebind-the-scenes 

bestsellers—now each 
featuring sixteen pages of 


way er 
i sl hie tes en 


ma in dh 


fone Be ope oop ol 
Lamar Maa. i Dep Lac, 





to who's who in the 
Star Wars universe— 
and what they get 

around the galany in! 


best of them? 
As Han Salo said, 
“That cam be 
4 arranged!" 
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= A Division of Ballantine Books 
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acron: (Mark Hamill 
CHARACTER! LUHE SH¥YWALHER 


SIGEE frae was: Hamill hos 
enjoyed success ino variety of 
mediums. in the tuo decades 
since the trilogy he's starred in 
Bight Broadway productions, 
including Tha Elaphant (Tan, 
Aoom Service, The Mord and 
Amadeus, for which he won a 
Best Actor Award from the Mew 
York Orama Critios. His films 
Include Slegpwalters, The Big 
Red Ona, Corvette Summer, Sik Degrees, Time Runner, 
Black Magic Woman and Body Bags (TV). He's developed 
@ mejor cereer ee @ voice talent, playing Joker in Batman, 
the animated moule, and the Batman TY cartoon series. In 
the last two years, in fact, he's done more than 400 car- 
| toons, including a Saturday-morming animated version of 
tha two Wing Commander CO-ROM gemes he's starred in, 


called Wing Commander Acadamy, on USA Network. 


WHERE 18 HE OOW?; Homill lives in Los Angeles 
with hie wife of 17 years, Mary Low, and 
their three kids. He's working on the big- 
SEEN version of his Bisck Poor! Dark 
Hores comic book and 3 prime-time 
animated series for USA Network 
called The Slues Brothers. 
10 01S O00 WORDS: “Stra Wras wes 
one of tha most amazing exparlancead 
gf my life. | hear the Special Bditionl 
is fabulous. | understand that the spe- 
cial eects have withstood the test of 
time very well, and they've actually redigi- 
tized my hairdo because that wae the only 
thing that really dated the film." 
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For many members of the cast and 
or the culmination—of along ca 
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ew, STAR Wars was the beginning — *, . 
eer in films BY MOnIKA GUTTMAN Se 





nome: Harrison Ford 
EXRARACTER: HAN SOLO 


EINCR STAR WARS: The former carpenter's cereer 
hit lightspeed atter the trilogy, and the suc- 
tess of the fon average) one film per yoor 
he's made since-noteably Lucasfilm's Indiana 
Jones series—has put him atop the list of inter- 
national top-grogsing talents, eclipsing even 

| Sylvester Stallone and Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger. Among the 28 films he's made since “77: 

| Devil's Own, Sabrina, Clear and Praseant Dan- 

par, The Fugitive, Patriot Games, Regarding 
Henry, Presumed lanocoent, Indiana Jones and 


| the Last Crugede, Indiana Jones and the 
Pate COMMANDER Wl 
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Templo of Doom, Raiders of the 
Lost Ark, Working Girl, Witrerss, 
Biade Runner. He was nominabed 
for the Bost Actor Oscar for Lit- 
noes ond for Golden Globes 
Awards for Sabrina, The Fugitive, 
The Mosquito Coast and Witness. 


ed ao Hannah and Her Sistors, The ‘burbs, When Harry Met 


Dead Fred, Soapoish and This is My Life, her oun struggle with 


eS 
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WHEAG IS HE GOT: Pord lives in Los Angeles; 
he replaced Hevin Costner ae the Preeidant 
in the soon-te-be-released Air Force One, 
and will star in luan Aeitman'’s African 
Queen ramake, Sin Days, Seven Mights. 

If lS OM BOBS: 
“The job of an actor 
is to halp tall @ story, 
That's one reason 
S7ae Wass worked 
ae well as it did. The 
characters" relation- 
ships wore real and 
interesting and 
couched in an inge- 
nious telling of a 
familiar tale about 
good and evil." 


eal LL pie. 
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drug addiction became a book (Postcards from the Edge) and 
a movie. In fact, Figher's writing career ie equal te her acting 
ceraer-her other best-selling books include Surrender the 
Pink and Delusions of Grandma. She's also ono of Hally- 
wood's most sought-after script doctors, having performed 
surgery on Hook, Sister Act and Lethal Weapon 3. 

WHERE 1S SHE fOM?: Fisher lives in Los Angeles, 

If HER OWN WORDS: “Ae fer ee most people are concerned, I'll go 
ta my grave as Princess Leia. In the street they call out, "Hi, 
Princess,’ which makes me fool like a poodle. See, my grand: 
mother had a dog named Princess." 
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aro: Sif Alec Guinness 
CHARACTER: BEN “OBI-WAN" HENOBI 


SINCE STAa Woes: A veteran actor 
whose credits span seven 
decades (1857 Oscar for The 
Bridge on the River Hwa, 
Guinness has continued to 
work since Sraq Wans, appearing in such films ae Asie 
the Titanic, Lovesich, A Passage to India, Future 
Sehlock, Litte Dorrit, A Hondful of Dust, Hofta and A 
Foreign Field. His 1977 Academy Award nomination 
for Best Supporting Actor for Stan Wirs was later re- © 
peated for Little Dorrit, ond he won a special Oscar in = 
1979 for advancing the art of screen acting. He also — aLTILE, OORT 
hed been ecelaimed fer his work on TU, such as the 
miniseries Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy and Smiley's 
People. His biogra- 
phy, Blessings in 
Disguise, was pub- 
lished in 1985. 

MERE 1S HE O87: He lives outside London and, con- 

trary to some reports, has mot rotirod. 

I HIE OW Dons: “When we were making [StAA 

Warsi in England, some of the set people didn't 

understand George Lucas ot all. They would come up 

to me end sey, "What's with this American chap? I'd 

tell them, ‘I think he's rather marvelous, and | can 

promise you that the film may never be heard of, but 

it's rather good," 


ee a 


re. 


Peart oar 
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actor: Peter Mayhew 
comacrer: GDHELUBACCA 


SINCE STS8 OFS: Immediately after Stra Wars, the 72" Mayhew went 
back to the work he'd been doing for the proeviows 10 yeors, os 3 hospital 
porter at Mayday Hospital in suburban London. In "F?, be aleao appeared 
in Sinbad aad the Eye of the Tiger. Alter star 

ring in the Stan Wars sequels, he had a 

little more financial security and 

bought & howee south of Lendan. 

HERE IS HE Aow?; Mayhew still lives 

in England, 

I HI OW Woks: “When we began, 

Straq Wars wes just another film, 

and by the time the negative was in 

the can, we thought we'd been in a 

pretty good film.“ 





| —— Oe ce ae AEE TF Sr ae 
i a os ear ? eae ee oy os 


26  « Sran Wees 2Orw aNIVERSAAY MAD Line 
a) or a a a 





OF acroa: Anthony Daniels 
| cuanacres: G-oe'O 


| SIGE S188 BAA: Besides starring in 


all thras Staa Wears movies, Daniels’ 
career has included roles on both 
sides of the camera. He hes record: 


| ed audia-book versions of several re- 


cent Sra iiaes novels and reprised 
his C-3PO role for the National Pub- 
lic Hadie dramatizations of the Srarn 
Wifes film trilogy. He did voice-over 
work for The Lord of the Ainge and 
the Droids TU series Cin which he 
Played Threspio, of course); he 
appeared in | Bought a Vampire Mo- 
foreyele, the British TU drama Primo 
Suspect and in George Lucas" TU 
series, Tha Young Indiana Jones 
Chronicles. He's done theater work in London, 
including Forget Me Mat Lane and such 
Shakespearean productions as 
Much Ado About Mothing and 
Mechath Daniele alas piro- 
duces interactive, special af- 
facts shows for conventions, 
museums and other events. 
He's currently authoring a 
eoluma in Stan Wars 
Insider, the magazine of the 
Official Stas Wears Fon Club. 
BAER is He fow?: Daniele 
currently lives in London. 
In HIS OWN Goees: In his inaugural Insid- 
er column, Daniels wrote: “When | first went to 
George Lucas, | was 2 serious actor, and | didn’t want to 
ba a robot. But he hed the pointing of Thraapia by Ralph 
MeOwerria, and | fall iq lowe with the lack of the character. 
We spent several months trying to make the costume 
around my body—although people are often surprised ta 
find that | was actually 
inside the suit and not 
just the character's 
voice. Buentually Three- 
pio took on his own life 
without mea meaning for 
it te happen, aod | as 
a bit surprised by how 
he come out. He was 


almost a doppelganger.” 





ACTOR: Henny Baker 
ECHAAACTER: R2-D2 


BIOCE SiA8 Was: The diminutive 
(3°) Baker has been busy per- 
forming in stage playe—he toure 
annually in a Chriatmastimea 
pantomime stage play of Snow 
White and the Seven Ouwarfe, in 
which he plays Dopey. He was part- 
fered for 30 years with Jack Purvis 
(Chief Jawa) in a musicalfeomedy 
ect called the Mini-Tones, and 
— Oppeared in several 

features, including Amadews and Time Bandits. 

WHERE (8 BE Now?: He lives north of London in 

Rehton and tours with a one-man stand-up 

comedy shou apthy entitled “Henny Baber.” 

I HIE OB Bone: “E didn't have a clue about 

how popular this film would be. Everybody 

thought the first film was unbelisvably incom: 

prehensible at Firat. 1 wae all funny and weird, 

with wonderful names like Obi-Wan Kenobi that 

we can say now but at the time were quite a 

mouthful. | thought, if Sir Alec Guinness is in it, 

there muet be something to it.” 


aoe: David Prowse 
CHARACTER: DARTH VADER 


SINCE S188 BAR Besides the STae Waa trilogy, Prowee'’s filmography 
includes the feature filme The People that Time Forgot and Jabberwocky, 
as woll os the Mitehhikers Guide te the Galaxy TU series. He was a 
technical adviser on Superman and still appears at 

Sran leas conventions. 

WHERE 18 HE NOW?: The former professional 

weightlifter lives in London and runs the Dave 

Prowse Fitnoss Centre, a body-building training 

center, in sovth London. He elec does fund-raising 

for arthritis research. 

If HIS OO SOROS: “Given the choice of playing Darth 

Vader or Chowhbeces, | chose Darth Vader. | wanted 

to be a villain, and | didn't want to get stuck in a 

costume where no one could sae my face." (OF 

course, Prowse's face wees hidden by Vader's hel- 

met and mask. Maviegoers didn't hear Prowse'’s 

voice, either, as veteran actor James Earl Jones 

supplied the wocels for the Derk Lord of the Sith.1 
































SINCE STaa WAAs: Cushing died in 1995 at age BL. A prolific actor 
who appeared in more than 100 films, Cushing was wall known - 

long before Staa Wars, mostly for his roles in horror, fantasy and 

thriller filme including The Curse of Frankenstein and Horror of say Jen 
Dracula, os well ae hie portrayal of Sherlock Holmes in Tho Foe le 
Hound of the Boskervilles. Aftor Stan Wears, the thespian made a ‘om 4 
number of U.S and Britieh features including Arabian Adventure, a | 
A Tale of Two Cities, Monster Island, The Silent Scream, Black } RS 7. =" : 
Jack, The House of the Long Shadows and Melen and the |. i 
Tescher. He sles eppeered with Val Kilmer in Top Secret. Cush- | fon 
ing was dubbed an officer in the Order of the British Empire by ry ' “hy, i 
Ducen Elizabeth in 1989. 
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on | SPECIAL DIALOGUE & SOUND FH 


4 | SIQCE ST88 Waas: After winning an Oscar for 
>) Sian Wars, Burtt worked on &.T., the Indiana 

Jones scries, Aten, Dark Crystal and 

 )) Wilfow. tn *S5 he directed the made-for- 

) s IM@H documentary Special Effects. 

z | GHEBE 18 88 1OW?: Since reworking the sound 
for the Siar Wars Trilogy Special Edition, 
he's busy on the prequels in California, 

I0 HIS O88 WOROS: “There are things wrong 
with Ster Were thet | wae able to fix—bigger 
| explosions, more dynamic sound effects—but 
“ L mathiwns that will change the overall movie." 
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7 con: Shelagh Fraser 


© visible film role, although she's appeared in more 









| scros: Garrick Hagon 
| CHARACTER: BIGGS 


| SINCE STaa oes: Hegon hee 


| work, Among his TY ered: | 





















CHAARETER: Au nt BERU 


SINCE S948 ans: Hope and Glory was Fraser's most 







then S00 radio drames and TV productions, includ- 
ing Prankia and Johanio, 
A Wanner of Substance, 
Absolute Hell, The Old 
Men at the Zoo and The 
Lest Train Throwgh the 
Hardcastle Tonnel, 

WHEAEG IS SHE HOWT: She 

is: currently living in 
London, recovering from 
hip surgery. 

if HEA OWN BoRos: “Actu- 
ally, when wa were doing 
Svar Wars, it all seemed 
rather straightforward, an 
far ge | wes concerned.” 













acon Denis Lawson 
EMAAACTER: WEDGE 


SI0CE S188 Wess: The former mime 
became oa star in his native England 
after starring in the Wost End pro- 
duction of the musical Pa! Joey in 
1581, and went from there to star in 
the international hit film Loca! Hero 
in 19835. Between Stas illeas and 
those successes, he appesred in 
some TY productions (The Girl Uiho 
Waited Quickly, Fearless Frank, 


















































































Ralph 
McQuarrie 
PRODUCTION 
ILLUSTHATOR 
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mixed character roles in 
feature films, such as 
MWesion: Imposelble, 
Born to Aide, Lo Gricta, 
Batman, Cry Freedom, . 
flowhere to Hide and A 
Bridge Too For, with TU 


















its: Dalziel and Pascoe: An 
Autumn Shrovd, Lie Gown 
with Liens, Aevolver, ed Ss 
Haight, White Anight, The Great 
Escape Il: The Untold Story and : 
Loece ff. His other TV work includes the miniseries 
Scarlett, The Mightmare Wears and London Embossy. 
Hagon is aleo 2 prolific voice-over artist, and he won 
an ACTARA award for best supporting actor in LSBs. 
BHEAS IE HE hows: Living In London, he's working on 
radia playe and the feature film Opium War. 

















SER ae eee 
a Lee Fe | 


Diary of a Nobody and If Winter Comes). Since 
Local Here, he's worked in several more West 
End musicals, including Lend Mea Tenor, Dovid 
Mamet"s Offeans, the Stra Wears sequels and 
the TU movie The Milan in the fron Mash. 

AER IS HE GOMF: Leaween currently lives in 
England. 

I KIS OWN WORDS: “It's extraordinary. Stan Wang, 
ae en acting job, wee by no means the most im- 
portant thing Ive ever done. But it has generat- 
ed more mail than anything else I've ever done.” 





THIS SCENE OF LUHE AnD 
WEDGE WAS FILMED 20 
VERAS AGO BUT DIDNT 

MARE TO THE PRA GUT = 

OF THE GPERIAL EDITION, 


| 






BINGE STAR WaRs: The prolific MeQwarrie has 
worked on some of the biggest sci-fi films of all 
time: He designed E.T.'s personal spaceship in 
E.T.: The Extra-Terrestriak contributed to 
the design of the mother ship in Close 
Encounters of the Third Hinct worked on the 
two Stan Wars sequels and contributed to 
such other films os Betteries Mot Incloded 
and Cocoon. His work also includes amuse- 
ment park adventures, such as the Back to 
the Forture ride ot Universal Studios. He did 
Hlustration for TU's Battlestar Galactica. In 
addition, he designs book covers (mostly 
science fiction] and has worked on some 
interactive CO-ROM games, including Isaac 
Asimov's Robot Dreams and Robot Wisions. 
HERE 15 Be Powe: He's living in northern Cali- 
fornia, working on multimedia cover illustra- 
tions for Ballantine Books and Byron Price. 
In WIE OWN WORDS: “Staa WWaas was the most inter- 
esting and happicst project I've aver worked on. I 
liked it so much when | saw the film, but still the 
Fact that it has this kind of staying power amazes 
me. I'm still signing prints for people. t's oe- 
toumndimg.”* 
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acco: JECK Purvis 
mc: GHIEF JAWA 


SINCE STAR WARS: In addi- 
tion to the Svan Was 
sequols, Purvis op- 
peared In TY come- 
dies, miniseries like 
the Chronicles of 
Narnia's Prince 
Caspian and the 
Voyage of the 
Bawa Treader and 
The Silver Chair, 
commercials and 
several feature films, 
including Flesh Gordon, 
The Gark Crystal, Mone 
Lise, Uiliow and Terry 
Gilliam's Time Benolte, Bresil end The 
Adventures of Baron Munochausen. Priors 
to an eceldent in June 1991 the was 
unloading groceries from his cer, which 
somehow shifted into reverse and almost 
drove him through @ gete), Purvis and 
Henny Baker (92-02) were teamed in a 
musicalfcomedy act called the Mini- 
Tones that toured Eurape and the U.S. 
for almost 20 years. Now completely 
paralyzed, 
Purvis gets 
around with the 
halp of hie wife 
and a specially 
adjusted van, 
For the most 
part, he stays 
clogs to hig 
home north of 
London, where 
he remeing on 3 
breathing ma- 
ching. "Ha still 
laughs and gigghes,”“ his friend Baker 
reports. “Luckily he was always a TY 
freak, and that keeps him entertained.” 
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John Williams 
MUSICAL SCORE 


SINCE STRA WASS: Williams, whe 
was named 13th conductor of 
the Boston Pops Orchestra in 
1880 and retired as a Laure- 
ate Conductor in 19595, is 
considered by many to be one 
of the most succeseful com- 
posers of our dey. He hos 
Eomposed music and served 
as music director for more 


than 75 films, including Sleepers, Mixon, 
Sabnona, Schindler's List, Jurasete Park, 


| symphonies, he 
composed the 
NGC Mews thome 
“The Mission," ae 
| well as themes for 
the broadcasts of 
the ISBY, 1986 
and 1336 Summer 
Olympic Games. 
Williams hes 
sorved as guest 
conductor of such 
— prestigious en- 
semble ae the London Symphony, the Chicago 
Symphony and the Los Angeles Philharmonic. 


Far end Away, Presumed innocent, Home WHERE 18 AE NOw?: Williams resides in Los Angelos, 


Alone, Home Alone 2, Empire of the Sun, 
&.T., Superman and the Indiana Janes 
movies. Williams has been nominated for 
33 Academy Awards—he's won five-16 
Grammies and four British Academy 


where his latest project is scoring the upcoming 
feature Aosewood., 

If H15 O00 BOROs: “The music in (Stan ars) relates 
to the cherecters and to the human problems—sven 
for non-humans. 0 think the Film ie wildly romantic and 


Awarda. bn addition to concert pieces and fanciful. George and | both felt that the music should 


be full of high adventure and the soaring epirite of the 
characters in the film.” 
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John Dykstra 
SPECIAL PHOTO=- 
GRAPHIC EFFECTS 
SUPERVISOR 


‘ since Stee waas: Dyketre fol- 
| lowed Star Wrrs with s turn 
86 supervisor for effects on 
Star Trak: The Metten Picture, Fircfos, Lifeforce and Sponte- 
fears Combistion. He had a parallel careor oa o dlrectar of 
commercials, and turned almost entirely to that arena in the late 
1980 and early 1990 before returning to movie effecte with 
Batman Porsver in 1895, which he says “renewed my enthusi- 
asm for making filme," 
HERE 15 WE 0007: Dykstra fives in Los Angeles, where he's 
working on the fourth installment of the Batman foatures, 
Batman and Aabin. 
10 HIE OWN WOROS: “From a professional point of view, Stan Wars 
was the most intense educational experience. | learned more in 
legs time then on aay experience prior to or subsequent to thet 
| film. Personally, it was a labor of love, a labor of obsession, one 
| of those deals where you get to do whet you do well because 
| pou enjoy it. | can't believe it's been 20 gears. | think it hed o 
profound effect on everybody who worked on It.” 
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John Barry 
PRODUCTION 
DESIGNER 


BIMCE afan waAs: Berry 
worked on tus feature 
filme following STaa 
iivas—Superman and 
Superman fl—before 
he succumbed to 
infectious meningitia 
in May of 1979. 
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luke Skywalker 






Shows smaller Nag 
actwal sito of 8 ba" 
in diameter 


From the STAR WARS HEROES AND VILLAINS Plate Collection 





Tana to learn the ways of fhe Force and became @ ved! ine ary father,” 
¥ from Tatooine, embarker 


2 of Luke S Most tarilling Gaplatks. Surzling with detail 
and drama, “Luke St hie” premianes the Star Airs Heroes ana 
/ £ Plate Collection, a series featuring some of the most menvorable 
characters fram George Lucas’ epic movie trilogy. | dition 


limited to 2 total of 26 fining days, each plate will fe hand-numiered and 
ACooM panied Hy a same-numbered Cerificate of Authenti 4s an 
0 i ' equent 
i55ues 1 the callecton. 

Qur 30 Day ics ; 2U onder at no risk, 
so don't delay, Sabrnit; der? ‘ plate to 


x 
Please Respond Promptly 


Plaase aocept my ceder tor “Luke Seywwalice 
equal monthty imtallments of 577.50° each, Lomnt: o 


[need send no money now, On 


rstallment whan omy TIVi-148 


Sale 
Telephone | 


4010 Coecutive Park Ct, CO), Boy 44051, Jacksonville, FL 
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Richard Edlund 
MIniATURE AnD OPTICAL EFFECTS, 
FIRST CAMERAMAN 


SINCE Sfan wars: Edlund continued to work for ILM 
through the two Srae Was sequels end Aelders of 
the Lost Ark, earning four Oecers. He moved to Los 
Angeles in 1983, took over a BSmm motion picture 
effects facility in Marina Del Aey and crested his 
own effects firm called Boss Film Studios. His subse- 
quent film cradite include Multiplicity, 2010, Ghostbusters, Die Hard, Alien 3, Poltergeist and Pal- 
tergeiat 2, which have eared him an addition six Oecer nominations. He wee named chairman of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arte end Sciences Vieual Effects branch. 
WHERE 18 HE foe?: Edlund remains in L.A. as president of Boss Film Studios: he overseas effects 
work for feature films, theme park attractions, video games and CO-ROM titles. 
10 HIS OW WORDS: “Stra Wears meant @ great deal, personally ond professionally. lt wos what | 
dreamed about doing. It had a lot of things that had been missing from movias—moral values, 
respect for your elders—all those things were built into it. | used ta tell the guys | wes working 
with, Remember these days, guys, bhacauea thease are the good old days. And here we aro, looking 
back 20 yeare, and those were the good old days. Sraq Waes crested tha renaissance in visual 
effacts. | moot young people now in the digital ero—which ie the new renaissance in efects—ond 
many of them tell me that Sraq Wess is what spurred them to follow o career in the business. So it 
had @ very wide-ranging effect on America and the world." 


Dennis Muren 
MINIATURE AND OPTICAL EFFECTS, 
| SECOND CAMERAMAN 


| SINCE StAA oes: Muren has won eight Oscars for visual affects 

| for his work on such filme os Jurassic Park, Terminator 2: Judy- 

meant Dey, The Abyss, lacerspace, indiana Jonas and the Temple 

of oom, Actorn of the Jedi, £.T. and The Empire Strikes Back. He 
wen @ épecial Oscar for Technical 
Achievement for his creation of an ep= 
paratus called the Ga-Matian Figure Mover. Among his other film 
credits are Tovster, Mission: Impossible, Casper, Ghostbuaters Il, 
Wilf, Empire of the Son and Oraganelayer. 
WHERE 1 HE 1007: Muren lives in northern California and works as 
Senior Visual GHects Supervisor at ILM, where he is currently 
suporvising viguel effects for the Juraseic Park sequal, The Lost 
World, and developing new effects techniques and equipment. 
If HIS OM BoRos: “Without George Lucas and Star Wras, I'd still 
ba animating bathroom tiaeue far TU commercials. Instead, | hove 
a great time working with hundreds of creative people making 
cool images for really big movies. With eech show | try te top my- 
self, and that's my favorite part: figuring out what's nent and how 
to make it amazing. | began doing effects when | was seven, and 
I'm still trying to do it better than the leet time. 
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UFLEBRATE STAR WARS To SPECIAL EDITION 


All-New STAR WARS Footage and Special Effects 
_on Topps Widevision [rading Cards 
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~The STaR Wars Trilogy Special Edition 
dazzles with new scenes, characters 
and creatures, treating moviegoers to 


a fresh look at all three classic films 
BY MARH COTTA VAZ 





The Spectal Edition of Stan Wass features 
a completely computer-geaerated scene of 
Rebel X-wing fighters attacking the Death 
Stor, The difference from the original ts 
subtle, thongh remarkabie. 





Amarg the soene: that Gearge Lotos 


tould nat complete 20 yeors oge—for 
fack of time, money ond techralagy— 
wos a confrontation between Jobbe the 
Hatt and Non Solo. The shot wot filmed 
with ecter Decleor Melbodlond standing in 
m Jobba (ielow), to be reploced with o 
mechanised puppet, bot the effect 
Foiled. Mow, [64 hos family bornessed 
the compoeter ond added a 06 Jobbo. 


ah er eatiabay 


»ge! 


ed 


The Seal, ofl-digite! compostte (below) 
af tis scene from A New Hope, webich 
replaces @ 2d-yeersold optical composite 
(left), ihefades o 0G storfield baek- 
ground, Deoth Star aad X-wiags, Ta 
recrpate the stanfighters, (LM artists 
made digital! renderings from the orgr- 
nat madets, The computer wos alsa able 
te continuously track the X-wings, from 


front wiew ho near wir. 





ovie lore is full of tales of bitter control battles between bm directors and stuche executives 
For whatever Teasens—ecnsership, too-lenitthy muoning tune or sheer hack stabbing Spite 

niuch footage has fallect on the curting-rooim floor over the years, even at the expense of 
characters and story continuity. But the growing interest im Alm preservation, as well as 





video and laser disc reissues of classic movies have brought about a mew trend: directors’ cuts 
that restore Alins to the form thei creators originally imterled. 
Lucasfilm gave a new spin to that revisionism with the 1995 acmeumeementt 
that the 20th anniversary of 8Tan Wore A Mew Hope would be celebrated with 
a theatrical nerelease —dubbed the Special Eelinien —teatunime four and a halt 
ininutes of new shots and seamless fixes to enhonee the ortfinal film. 
" MOR CREATOR The ctfort would range from suelabirat characters anid traplic elenenets 
Elaaet clid net appear im the 17? release land were never shot or 
L 


created) to restoring a badly deteriorated negative from which 


| ite | F new theatrical prints would have to be struck. 
ae Lu CAS The legions of Sraa Wars fans caudhe up im the film's 
3 ame story and spectacle might not have noticed anything amiss 
a 
aWS ANU SSE 
| | 
stance, Wlos Eisley, the dusty Frontier town on 
Be & Luke Skiwalker’s home planet of Tatooine, wus 
= —_— = originally OurmnceE Ted g. 41 bust lim SpUbcep Marl chey. 
| tunities Some starhighter nbodel shots did mot look mear- 
| | h l d Iv as realistic as the filmmaker would have 
at hee - el a oun B liked. And nidhtmansh mechani! effects prob 


lems hel resulted in such snafus as giane dew- 








a8, flaws anil 
missed opportunities abounded and had rankled him 
for years. As a young Hlmmaker heading up the pre 


in the anginal, but for creator George La 


ject orginally Known as The Sear Wheres, Lucas had 
to face limits on time, technology and budget, Not 





surprisingly, he had te make compromises. Por in 





hack creatures, domesticated reptiles native 


and had RANHLED HIM fos, years, ©: 8: 6 woe a act 


comlelen't Ibe used. 





Another sequence from 
Soa Wars thot hes vexed 
tocos far the post twa 
decodes i: Mos Erstey. 
Thamks to the oigttint 
techanlogy thot Als spe- 
diel effects company, ILM, 
fod sinte developed, the 
city is mow the bustling 
spocepart he originally 
conceived. Jo do so, o 2-0 
madel of Mos Eisley wos 
bullt ond scanned late a 
computer os the bosis of 
o digital motte book 
ground (left). Ta add 
bustie to the streets, 
odettional storenivoopers 
id assorted citizens 
were firmed ond composit- 
ed to the orginal sceme. 


Perhaps the bigdese inadificarini te the eerigirial ACA wis the removnl 
of anentire sequence in which actor Harrison Ford's character, Han Solo, 
was. confronted ina Wlos Eisley hangar by the gargantuan crime lord Jabba 
the Hutt [who didn't show up it person uritil Bererr of Mie feds, the third 
movie in the trilogy). The planned creature effect simply Failed te achieve 
the degree of realism Lucas was looking for and was cut out. 

But movie technologies have cought up with Lucas’ vision—in great 
part because of his vision—anid so STar Wars oorks tes 20th Annversnry 
ima new moviemaking world. Digital image-processing techniques anil 
computer-venerated (OG) imagen, pioneered by Lucas’ awn Industrial Light 
& Magic (ILM) effects unit, provided! facile new tools with which Liens 
could finally redress his wish list for Star Wass, 

For example, with computer graphics, [LM has created a realistic, ani- 
mitted Jabba [based on the full-scale animatronic puppet that had been ere- 
ated for decir). Digital Cori pees Cire, tools allowed ILA po seamlessly insert 
Jabba into the 20-year-old Mos Eisley hangar feotage wsirat® computers. Be- 
cause Jabba's feud with Sele iso dramatic thread that runs through the tril- 
ofy, the sequence adds a croctal=wnd yp to now missing@—piece of continuity, 

The Jabba sequcnce was an execprion te the main objective of the Spe- 
chal Eslitios, Instead of restoring discarded footage, Lucas" initial goal was to 
enhance specie scenes ar shots. Chat included replacing certain shots 
with computer graphics recreations [such asa scene of Rebel Newing startle: 
ers lining up to attack the Death Star), inserting CG elements into existing 
footage, doting image processing clean-ups and subtle digital fixes of shots and 
ever Alining mew cuts or live-action elements to expand specitic SEUUETICES, 

Helping to realize Lucas’ speciiic wishes For the Special Ealinien of 24 
ew Hope were producer Rick McCallum, who headed up the project, film 


editer Torn Christopher, him restoratzon expert Leon Brigtés, Flil Feiner of 


Pec Tithe, Peter Comarlini of YOM Labs, visual effects penducer Ton Revie, 
ILM veterin Dennis Muren and other [LM stalwarts. By carly 1906, Lu- 
cashilot was so satisted with the results of the project that the decision was 
made to five the Specie! Ealiioa treatment te The fonpire Seribes Hack anil 
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Ketave af the fei os well and to celebrate 
the Aves Wars anniversary by releasing 


the entire trilogy one after the other in 
quick succession. (The original, A New 
Hepe, wall retin to thenters om January 
AL, 1087, falleaweel bey Eniegive art Pekar 
ary 21 and jr on March 7.) 

“Ets interesting: that ILM was cre- 
ated todo Sia Wars, an after all the: 
amazing pictures the Ceerl pel y has 
worked on simee. the new technology... 
is etna! folded back into the cernfinal pir- 
ture,” soya TyRuben Ellingson, a rt 
director For the Mew Hepes Serial Eeli- 
Hor [along with Mark Moore], 

lranically, the Specta! alias ale 
entailed traditional technologies, stock 
as optical printing. Ultimately, the pro- 
ject ‘oul be il Leete-Rrave lange exper: 
ence, With the lagh-tech wassinls of the 
digital age confrenting decades-old film 
tide curing the vanished age when 
eplical processes ruled the mercies, 

Tt was vital that any new CG en: 
hancements perfectly blend with the 
original Focetage. At [LM that meant a 
new generation af computer-savvy vi- 
aul) chtects artists had to emulate in their 
vattual cremtions the look and aesthetic 
of a Linbverse designed ani preduced 
with props and old-fashioned cacnera 
tricks, At one point, oct director Elling- 











som brought in a box Pull of shower heads and 
thrended pape to show to the clivval artists, 
aking the podat that oF such stulk was dhe 

Sra LASS universe made. 
‘The mew computer-muihe elements 
hac! thete owe camera moves [thar se 
called “virtual camera’), which had 
to match the original physical cam 
ER mows inh a scene, Pn ome Aye 
If 


ee | 
‘Heiter shot, Lucas waited 





an original Milos Eisley scene of 
worried droids Artog ame 
Threepio watching storm- 
troopers search for Obi-Wan 
and Luke enlivened with the 
nddition of a synthetic 
Shorincracper Oise cedar 
ane of several conpeater-gen- 
erated devwehacks, The shat 
had been flied live-action 
in Tunisia and was meved 
intended for processing 
with optical ethects, mich 
less symtheric, placboredlis 
tic creations. ILMM‘s CG 
ercew had access to the 
Orneeiriall perc lic fies Mekhess, 
which indicated the carn- 
tra move had been made 
from a truck pliuttorm, At- 
ter matching the virtual 
einer to thee ariginal cam- 
cra move—no mean trick, 
considering thot today’s 
physical canieras are stead- 
ier than the cameras wseel 
for the original shept—the 
Seecrat Beltdtea beam then 
had to coordinate the new 
elements ta match the orig 

nal Fostaphs, 
In aeldlitian to OG dew- 
backs and ilvind ships. los Eas- 
ley itself has been built up anil 
expired with lavers of struc 
tures to transtorm the froncier 
Village into a busy, albert dusty, 
squrcepert, Par cistaiiee, reew wiliert 
Luke, Ben, R2-D2 ad C-3PO enter 
the city in Luke's landspeeder, movie 


Boers Wll witmess a mew ahve pe 





gelually a digital matte painting created 


by ILM 's Yeesei Uesugi, who computer-built 





the vista In 4-Dand colored it with poimtins 


eat Pewad Pet, 
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“Just a few years age Yusei was working wath brushes ace! oil points, and mow he's rebuilt Mos Eisley 
completely in OO," motes Jolin Berton, the project's OG supervisor. “Pulling off that shot fave ws an in- 
teractive digital set in which we could put real actors. The shot really stretches our creative muscles,” 

Mos Eisley wisa't the onhy galactic city to experience o computerized makeover. In the Spe 
cial Edition of The Eeigive Sreftes Back, vistas of Cloud City, the Aoating metropelis high above 
the planet Bespin amd watched over by Han Soeloe's friend and sometime-rival Lande Calriss- 
ian, has been digitally renewed, Originally, Lucas had conceived Cloud City as a fantastic, 
Flash Gordon-ish vision, but the effect was limited ly the use of lass matte paintings, a 
two-dimensional effect that restricted camera movement. Matte paintings have been the 
classic recourse For Hlomokers whe need to expand a sce or establish ant entire envi 
fomment i ore shor Cwith the ilesion often heightened by integrating live-action film 
into the painted environment). But the limits of paint and photesraphed elements 
restricted any pexssible interactivity with these cavironinmnents. 

New digital technology has broken the limitations. Now painters like Yusei Ue- 

SULT can create an image that once requinad net only matte painters, but moxicl 
makers, camera operators and optical compesitors, too. Digital painting! gives 
artists the ability te construct in virtual space three-dimensional, wire-frame 
objects and cover then with surface textures and details, They can create cn- 
vironments that combine digitized elements and digitally painted effects, and 
ever allew them to design virtual camera views on a syuthetic scene. The 
Spectal Ralitie Cloud City scenes show just such a completely synthetic 
covironment, for which ULM artists utihsed Viewpaint, in-house software 
that allows textures to be painted directly onto 3-Id building constrictions, 
Moviegoers will now see Han's ship, the Millewnianr Foleo, 200m in fro 
space and fly past Claud City CG skyscrapers, 

Net all the Sprecral Eafttes reconstruction neguired cutting-edge tech- 
nelogy, An onginal scene carly ina Noe Hepes of stonmtroopers scanning the 
Tatooine said dunes his been augmented with new live-action footage shet 
last year im the clesert outside Yuiia, Arie In Bnrgire, an wpelatect Cle oF 
Darth Vader walking along a Cloud City platform to Isaanl las shuttle ne- 
tessitated new hlue-screen photography of an actor in Vader's suit. Amd while 
the mechanived puppets thar composed the Wuox Rebo Band (Jabba thie Hutt’s 
palace “jize-wailer™ aliens) in fra’ have been replaced with OG figures, new 
Kapire Special Edition cuts of the wampa ice creature that atnicks Lake were 
recreated with the trieel-anel-true, acter-tn-a-sutt method. 

Classic photochenical-based optical printing! technoloaty was also resur- 
rected for the Special Editiews. Whereas digital technology was used te clean 
up tell-tale “matte lines” greund optically composited clements—notably in 
Eeaire’s opening Battle of Hoth scenes where flying Rebel snowspeeders stand 
out ofoinst the toy planet's bright white snewtields—time and expense dictated 
that modern optical printers address the many “wipes” scattered throughout the 
trilogy. LA wape is a storytelling device in which an image is replaced by another 
Ina sweeping move acess the fran.) 

“We went back to the original clements from Licashlm and recarmpositedl with 
190s optical effects technology, which features new lenses and film stock,” explains 
Phillip Feiner, vice president for Pacihie Title, the vendor hired te rework the tradition- 


“Inside Lucasfilm, the Spec 
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The original cher af Guke, Bea oad the droids enviag in 
Mos Fistey (left) dos bees endoaced to include o new 
STAR WARS creatore: the norte, o huge beost of borden 
after employed by Jaws. What's seer lr the Special 
Edition fs.9 computer-gereroted creature thet first hoa 
te Be deulpted as @ stale model ond then digitally 
added to the sew-bosiling streets, A amily created 
newromer iy the 0G svenag bike that scones the romta, 






al optical effects for the Sprciel Ealtrians. 
“We achieved a boost in resolution and 

color soturatien.” 
Feiner netes that in the years since 
the Stas Wass movies were first filmed, 
motonly has the computer replaced a whole 
range of tralitional teclaaeques, bot mise of 
the photechenical houses have done out of 
business, including outshte vendors that assisted 
ILM with its ariginal optical compositing. Even 
ILM's once-vaunted optical department has been 
replaced by the scanners and workstations of the 


z Zp @ 
(al Editions coe 
Lee ; ail Before Pacihe Title dic irs Serial Ealiion chores, 


the original elements had to be given a chemical bath to 


| | literally wash avav years of accumulated dirt. “We wene able 

| if to get rl of a lot of stuff and improve the quality ard 

| i conastency of each apical,” explains Ted Gagliana, 20th Cen- 
| | J . | tuny-Fox’s senior viec-presidint tor feature post-production, who 
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More than 300 new and enhanced shots are included in the STAR WaRS 


Trilogy Special Edition, most of them added to A New Hope. 
Here ts a guide to the key changes. 


ANEW HOPE 


* Tatooine: Look for new live-action footage of Imperial 
stormonooapers milling about the desert im from of the half: 
buried lifepod that brought C-30 and R2-1D2 to the 
planet. OG stonmitoopers mde OG dewhacks fale). 
An Imperial heavy shuttle transport lifts off in the 
background, wings unfolding as ir flies off, 

* TaATOOINI: An enhanced secne shows a sand: 
cmiwler frighe), the monstrous vehicles of the scav- 
enging Jawas, slowly motoring over rocky terrain. 
The onginal sandcrawler model was refurbished, 


© MMos Eistey: Luke's landspeeder sors inte the 
spaiceport of Mos Etsley, scattering small “scurriers" 
that jump to fer out of 
the way. The cityscape 
isa mew digitally creat: 
ed matte painting: the 
scurriers are OG crea- 
tures. As the land: 
epecder heads for the 
cantina, tt now passes 
new structures and an Asp droid that argues with a probe 
droid, Also added to the street scene, via computer graphics, 
are two Jawas atop a luge, dincsiur-ish “nonto” that rears back 
and throws its riders when a “swoop bike” veers in front of 
it, As Lake pilots his vehicle to the center of the spaceport, 
various OG renies appear, and a starship, the Guirider, takes 
off overhead. [The Gurrider i a relatively mes mdditton to the 
STAR Wae8 armada, flown by one Dash Rendar, a Han Solo- 
esque character introduced last year in Star Wass: Shadows 
ofthe Enpire, a mtultiobedia Lucasfilm project including a 
novel, comic book series, video game, trading cards anc 

other ancillory products.) 
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* THe Cantina: To the barroom scene in which 
Han Solo is confronted by Greedo, the green boun- 
ty hunter attempting to deliver Han to Jabba the 
Hutt, there's ant added blast from Greedo's weopon 





oh eet re 


hitting the wall behind Han before Han fires back 
and Greedo clisapycars. 


* DOCKING Bar 94: This is the most heralded ad- 
dition, finally placing a CG Jabba the Hutt fieft) 
in front of the Afiflewnine Polos to confront Han 
about illicit money owed the rotund slug. 


# Mos Easepy: Now when the Falcon flies safely 
away from the docking bay (Tete), escaping from 
Imperial troops, it lifts off into the sky, revealing 
anather the matte painting of the cityscape. 




















THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 


* Horn [ce Cave: Thanks 
largely te an acter in a suit 
fright}, new live-action has 
been added to the scene in- 
side the lair of the wampa, 
the abontinihle creature that 
attacks Luke while he’s om 
patrol aboard a tauntaun. 
The wampa is mow seen cat. 
ing carrion when Luke, 
hanging fret-tirst from the cave ceiling, awakens. New action shows the 
waimpa approaching Luke as he retrieves his lightsaber and attempts to 
free himself. 


* Bese Coun Crorv: Digitally added to the scene in which the Rebels 
aboard the Mifleninves Falcon first approach Cloud City are shots of the 
Falcon and intercepting cloud cars banking around a large structure ancl 
fying toward a linding plavorm. Alse inserted is originally Almed footage 
of the Fafcer's deor dropping down after the ship lands. Additional shots 
of tein-pod clowd cars fying around Cloud City buildings ane now imeluced, 
as isa crowd shot of Cloud City citizens listening te a public announce- 
ment by Lame Calrissian. Polowing Vader's appearance and confromta- 
ton with the Rebels, there's a mew live-action scene of the Dark Lord walk- 
ing to his shuttle. A later OG 
enhancement shows Vader's 
shuttle a9 it approaches his 
Star Destroyer. Finally, as the 
Falcon escapes from Bespin, 
anew shot of Vaders shuttle 
landing in his Star Destroy- 
ers hangar bay has been in- 
serted, with Vader exiting 
and walking toward 
stermtroapers. 





RETURN OF THE JEDI 


* JaAgoa's THRONE Roos: New live-action shots have repopulated Jab- 
ba’s sanctum with a number of new aliens partaking in the raucous 
qeirty, culminating in the feeding of the dancer Oola fahore) to the 
rancor. There's also new footade of the musicians im Wax Rehbo's jlex- 
wailing bard, 

« The film's final scene, in which the Rebels 
celebrite their defent of the Emperor and his 
evil Empire on Endor, has been digitally ex- 
pamded to include galas at three mew locations, 
with fireworks exploding over Cloud City as 
a cloud ear zooms by, a skyhapper weaving 
around buildings as confetti falls over Mos 
Eisley amd a similar scene over Coruscant 
as citizens revel unger full moors. 





Tepresented the studio im the Spectat 
Eslitiou effert, 

Many of the problems and chal- 
lenges faced during the making of the 
first Alm were gveiled in Ergeire and 
rat. The histone success of Srae Wong 
had net only allowed Lucas the grace of 
studio cooperation and a bigger bueliet 
for the sequels, but all the opticals could 
he done in-house at (LM. Por the Sy 
celal Editions, Empire only required OG 
enhancements to augment the limited 
quilette ak 2.0) paintings sed to creste 
Clowd City and an ambitious slate of im- 
age-processing fixes (notably removing 
the snowspeeder black matte outlines 
visible agaimse snow backgrounds}, For 
Jedi, even less work was needed, mest of 
it involving the CG recneathon of the Max 
Rebo Baril, 

The extensive Special Ediviowr work 
required for A New Hope was exacer- 
bated bya crisis that threatened te clerail 
the rosy poaspects ef its planted mation 
wide 20th anniversary rerelease. Both 
Lucastilm and Fox discovered carly in 
the process that the original megative, 
Frac whieh prstine new theatre! prs 
were to be struck, was in disastrous 
shape. The colar values had ceteriarat- 
écan estimated We15"% ancl there was 
an unusual amount of embedded dirt 
which had produced pits and scratches 
that well appear Longer thon [ike iF pres 
jected tr today's theater sereens. Awvail- 
able prints had their own wear and tear 
and certainly couldn't be used in screen- 
ings behing a specil celedaration Por a 
elassic film. 

S748 Waas video and laser disc re- 
leases recently had been produced, in 
1H andl 183, respectively, but those 
duplications had been taken from a “mas- 
ter interpositive™ (or [P, a positive made 
from the oretinal mesatives, which tad 
been prepared in 1985. Por the high-res- 
olution medium of hiescreen propected 
film, striking primes off ac U0" weeeabidss't 
produce the high-gemeratiom priuts necd- 
ed. Fox's Gagliano—who was im high 
school when he fred sv Sra Weaes and 
ercdits the experience with lis decishon 
to seck a film carcer—exploins that view- 
Ine a pring Tide tram the onginaol maeg- 


ative was like seeing an old, damaged 
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movie. Tt was all up there on the big screen, but much of the magic had gone 
out of the experience. 

The Special Eaition effort, undertaken to fix shoes that had Long vexed 
Lucas, suddenly had to wpste a creative battle on a totally unexpected Frome: 
saving the fle itself. Eventually, the restoration unit included nepresemca- 
Hives from Lucashlm (led by Tom Christopher), Fox, Pacthe Tithe, YOM Labs 
(to pride color timings! and film resteration consultant Leow rigs 

[t was a sktock to discover that Svar Wass was in need of a life-snving 
restoration. That fate was supposed to he the demgin of badly preserved 
megitives ail nitrate-based silence ceeler celluloid, net a 20-year-old Alen that 
represented a technological breakthrough in its day. 

[ronically, Svan iiaaes had heen preserved under optionum comditions, 
stored for years in the subterranean cool of coac-minde caverns in Kansas. 
ln those unidertround chambers, wherein salt miners onec toiled, the righ pane 


Hollywood seudios stored their film libraries, the constant 50-53 degrees 


considered ical for arresting the inevitable fading of color Alm. But one of 


the problems with A New Hope was that some & shots had been made with 
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a Kodak film stock loter discovered to 
be so pore bo Gadling, if was discomtin: 
ued im the early 1980s. In adilition, 1 
wits determined that the dirton the ne¢g- 


ative had probably come from backing 


that had never been peopely washed off 


in the developing process. Fortunately, 
the original nevatiecs of Eegarer anal feds 
did mor suffer dhe sane fate, 

The foal of the Special Eattinn Tril- 
any team was, of courer, to provide a 
theatrics! experience true fo the audi- 


ence's memories of the originals, mot to 


mention enthrall a new @eneration of 


fans accustomed to effects-ladem specta- 
cles. To do so meant restoring the Sa 
Was negative te its original luster. As 


be F 


e 


% 











One of the moat significa’ enhonde- 
nents fa the Special Edition of Return 
of the Jedi is to the scene inside Jobbo 
the Huté’s tivone roam. A bevy of exotic 
dartes—onre thot conght the eye of 
Baba Fett (right)—were filmed enfoying 
the mwsic of the Mow Reba Bond, which 
now indies same mew musicians. While 
competes aided mech of the Special 
Edition wark, tradittana/ madel makers 
made valuable contributions, toa. 


Luvcastilin's Rick MeCallum poats it,“ 


negative 


The original 
ps the only lite-lorce we fiove.” 

The success of the S748 Leas restoration cam 
be ultimately encdited te Luce’ amazing prescicnce 
In saving everything connected with the making 
ef his flags, The old epticals could be recempos 
ited because al] 
stored in the Lacashim Archives. Even though the 
oolor bios fided, the Saectal Eyivions huve been col. 


the elements have been safely 


er Gmed to mateh the originals becawse Lacas lil 
the foresight to keep unique Technicolor process 
prints (basically a non-photochemical celor record 


eet pombe te acle-cwes) stored te the: lasecnentt of 


his home 
fon Tlogy—dialogue, Poh Williains’ music, sound 
effects 


The sound for the entire Special! Eai- 


could he remastered becuase every poece 


, + , : = 5 f r I 
and laver were recorded on hundreds of reels 



























ced hain the making 
of the lirst film were 
avoided in Gmpire 
and Jedi." 


the films’ production art. story- 
beards anc medel and creature mock-ups 
Qhat weet tubo dreainiug up the Soa Wey universe, 
Most importantly, Lucas had held onte the acti) production arti- 
facts themselves—muatte paintings, ovedel ships, creature suits ame 
puppets, costumes, full-seole props. Those tems from the Lucas 






of Faithfully 
preserved muag- 
netic bye, 


files Archives represent not only the talismanic icons from a cele- 
brated movie series, but the historic remains of a vanished 
maviemoking ema, LA portion of the archives were fearored for 
their historical and artistic values in a care series Gf public is 
plavs that began with a 1980 tour of Japan, a 1984 show ar San 
Franciseo’s Center for the Arts and an exhibit at Was hiimgttorn's 
Srauhsontin [esti Chae will oped Later this year.) 

But these Saga Woes props are more Chan inuseun pieces, 
Some were actually reused in the Specta’ Battier. The enhunced 
recnenthon of Be bel Sowines descending upon the Creath Star in 4 
New! Hope features OG starighters produced with data dincetly tak- 
en from 20-year-old X-wing ovodels. While the physical reference 
mlovecl 1h COME graphic S ortisis te faithfully replicate the 
Rebel ships, the digial medium allowed the CO Xewings to be ar 
?Ore ANMIVEASRAY MAEGAZIO€ 


Siee Mans uF 


diated with sabele aaverertts ierigrenest lle: pao decades AE, when models were mounted against blue- 
screen backing and shot on sound stages with track cageras, 
Itmay indeed be a fortuitous turn that Lucas had a sense of history and an urge te pre 
serve, ‘The resieratien side of the production sheuld serve as a wake-up call to Holly- 
wend studios and filmmakers to cheek their cv hbranes ard consider metheds of 
preserving their film heritage. The Sercial Eaisions alao beoughe back ince play 
traditional photechemical techniques and technology, at least for one more 
shining cement. And in reworking the classic Stag Wars films—an 

















cotenprise im which wholesale changes could easily have been mole 
the Speceal fniiion team used their new digital capabilities with laser- 
like precision to subtly entumoe the original, producing the trilogy 
as Lucas had always ietericbecl. 
The cliscoverics being piomecred in the digital realm net only 
allowed for seninless Special Eien enhoncements of the Sar 
Wars trilogy, bot for dhe comtinued weakling of Laces’ inim- 
itakle universe. Practi- 
cally from the monet 
the initial trilogy wes 
sealed wath the 1483 re 
lease of Jedi, fans have 
clamoned fora return to 
that dalasy far, far away. 
Since then, many have 
alsa asked why Lucas 
had seemingly aban 
domed that fantastic 
waorkd, The fact is, Lu- 
cus had maxed out on 
traditional effects tech 
nologies. the limits of a 
photochemical medium 
ard physheal materials, 
Thus one of the main 
objectives of the Special 
Edlitiens ia to improve 
on those specific in- 
stances where the limit- 
ed technelogy had 
affected the final visuals 
anal the story, 
The limitless virtual space ef the computer finally 
allows a filmmakerc's imagination to Ay free, unencum- 
here hy physteal limits, Ever os the finishing touches 
were being put on the Special Ealiviows, Laveashile was 
deep inte the preproduction of the “prequels,” an all-new 
ey ok a! Star Wars tnlogy set 40) years before the onginal, during 
A honoring addition to The Empire Strikes 
Back wis the lve-oction flmiog of mew 
tenes feetoriag the wompa tee oeatere. 
Eschewing digital tools, Lucas deemed the [side Lucastilon, the Sprcial Aditi are seer as i boorbenap 
old man-in-g-suit route best to portray the for the long-awaited prequels. Assembling them was a blast to the 


cornivanous Delovior of Lake's firey attacker. prast, iemrersing the tern in the alchemy of the film process, the 


the glory dave af the Jedi Krnaglits and featuring a young Oba 
Wan Kenebt and his disciple Anakin Skywalker, before lis 
turn te the dark side amd the persona of Garth Vader, 


very textures of the Svar Wars universe. So fortibed, with saphianeated 
cligatal magic at their command, Lucas and company mow look to the fu- 
ture and mike ready for their triumphant return to the universa:, Whe 
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Past issues have been 
polybapped with STAR 
WARS collectibles like: 


TOPPS WIDEVISION 
TRADING CARDS 


SPECTACULAR 
FOLO-011T POSTERS 


TOPPS FINEST 
CHROMIUM CARDS 


LIMITED-EDITION 
COMICS 
Many more of these fabulous 
», collector's items are being 
planned for future issues. 
- SPECIAL NOTE: This 
(a super value Deluxe 
A (Collector's Edition is 
not available on any 
newsstands —it’s 


only offered to subscribers 
ae 1D Ut Li Y and through comic shops. 


In addition to the latest movie 

news, each full-color, quarterly 

issue is jam-packed with the 

coolest stuff about STAR WARS: 

® Go behind-the-scenes in the creation of exciting 
new STAR WARS products 


® Interviews and portfolios from today's hottest _ 
STAR WARS artists 


© Read excerpts of new STAR WARS fiction - 
before it hits the bookstores 


© Original comics stories created exclusively by 
Dark Horse Comics 


© Surf the internet with online experts and pat strategy 
tips from video and CD-ROM game designers oe - 
© Enter contests and play trivia quizzes to win SEND TO: STAR WARS GALAXY MAGAZINE 


*Posoden subeenguore 922 pve 79: BET. forms 820 - i 1 Sure. pala 
Alipay 48 seppkg [io Gelverp of Poet ieee 


CuP oR COPY 


Chany: my crest card. Wer Oh Mastertend i Ameena Expercey: | Dees 


CARD = — 1aP (UE 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE po el 


po M 7” forever hangiig 7 
moviemaking nd marketing, Mi 
“STAR WaRS remains a phenom ae! 
part of, our. culture. ae 


BY BOB woods 


Lt Of Ae aD 
pe Rahs 


Set, tie Te 


2 ay ete ais 











Fon, 
This 6.4. sinret socre by 
Metonie Taylor Mefit. Pabitied 

“Holland Botfevard, = 
' a folksy honfage to Fisacr¢ i Frank 
celebrity status that Stan” Gh ‘ 

Wars fos long enjayed. a 











he first cane | saw Snags Woes 





[t's sake to assume that mi 


of people are completing that 

eeribembor (hes divs as Geonfte Lu 
as” landmark 1977 

hick inte theaters in 


celebration of its 


mov 1e 


Seer eras 





niversary. They're recalling 
how old they were, where 
they wer 
their favorite scenes and characters. 
While S748 Waas may not rank 


none the mose Earth-shaetering 





it, vehi a weutky cietal 





events of the 2 
with world wars, political assassima- 


Oth centumy—up there 


if uriclanakrt- 





roms or lune lara 







is 
edly is among its top cultural oevers 
anid shakers 

“There was only one topic of 


conversation in the film imdustry yea- 


terciy<the smosh openings of STAs 
ars.” That's hew Oily Vaerieday chi 


scribed the film's debut, on Wednes- 
day, May 25, 1977, at 32 theaters across 
the nation. The space fantasy that al 
most never got made to blow 
box-oliice record and 
limerchandising pro 


Went Gf 





away Every previcus 
foster aa 
gram that i 
palicy S10 million in 


f unprecederten 





is still paying dividends on the rel 


atively rested to create 





the mewie, alors wath the 
based on Stan Pars 


Enrpire Stre 


4As. To dare, 
#alaxy of ancillary 


ane its sequels, Thre 





products 


bes Back and 





Return of ie Jedi, have garnered more than 4 billion 
s that summer of "77 
Ww = reve mesrriing tee tlhe 


af movie 


unfolded, Stak Waas dave a 
buster.” Endlcess lines 
Ts clog al the sidewalks and sereees outside theaters 





* term “bbock 





a Inside. “oohs” and “aghs” reverberated every tine Jolin 


enw iene 








Williains' opesiengd music blared and that gigantic Star Destroyer rumbled 





across the screen. The entire matinn—kids ane achales, males amd females, 
seth lowers ane be aters— were pide Up in Sake Wares fever average 

Tin ics first week of limited release lat didn't go wide until july}, the box- 
unheard-of 32.8 allio; by su 
summers numiber-peo movie, Senobeny awed dhe Bead ir, 


boankraoallecd a 


Bry mid- “SUEIEIET the re 





atiice grass was af miner's eral wt fact oat 


enrriect tive fourfold, 
Stock 


Wes. more 


in 20th Century-Fox, the stadia that nd released STar 


5 1 | al 
than doubled. were sfomes of other sty 





dias clamoring to ride the scienoe-fiction coattails of Svar Wass. “Having 


crunched its wav through disaster movies, unimal terror movies and Satan 





movies, Hollywood mow is putting is chips on sci-fi ane space epics,” reporter 
the beaeledtngy 
ture Hlms, TV programs ane 

Headlines heralded “The Stas Wass 
New Cult!" Ohne local paper after anoth 


CG vod fans, 


an Svar, 





Che star-struck studios are feverishly developing fea 





| re r Pt im - —T W 
reimakes of [PEI TOO eS Le thre: Binre 





afc" and “Svar Wars Mania 






a] 4 aq 
flomd of wide- 


as the 


cr marveled at the steady 


especially thase whe came back time after time, such 


S52 oreA Wees Filia RE 





AY MAGA? 
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Whe keem, back fr the sartag of 1977, thar 
“the story of a boy, a girl, aad a walverse” 
wad obow to become @ coltoral phenomenon? 


INSPIRED BY STAR WARS 


Rather than finding interest in film- 
making. sound scoring, art, worit- 
ing or special offects, | found my 
hoonness in geolagy—-smeing Luke, 
Ben, the Jowas and Artoo and 
Threapio in thea sandstone of the 
Tunisian desert. In the many years 
since seeing A Mew Hope | have 
gone through echool, got my dogres 
end launched inta a professional 
Garter oot once leaving geology 
behind of forgetting Srae Wises. 
JEREMY MECH, ane eoton.anak 








paperboy who saw it -A0 times, and the bleany-eyed theater propectiomst who 
sat threugh GOO showings, Plenty of thealers—we leaurtat rg thal juse hiis- 
toric ticker sales, but record popeorn, candy and soda business, too— 
were still screening the movie a yeur later. 
The previously unknown Mark Hamill [Luke Skywalker}, Har- 
rieortt Ford [Hart Sole) and Carrie Fisher (Princess Leia) were cat- 
apulted into superstardom, their faces and interviews popping 
up all over the place. Grearge Laicas, already lauded for his twe 
earlicr features, THX 1938 and Aneericas Graffin, was now 
elevated to genius status in cinematic circles, Secrets sur- 


TOUNGEE STAR WARS were res ealed (Lucas' firse script Was 


INSPIRED BY STHA WARS 


l wee seven when the movie came 
out, and became so intrigued by 
H-wings that | began 2 neorly 20- 
yer quest to get my hands on the 
Earth oquivelont, Last May | fin- 
ished initial training in the FIA-18 
Hornet ond am now based in 
Lemoore, CA, and fly with the Blue 
Dleamoands of Strike Fighter 
Squadron 146. 1. TODD MeLeon, 
TELS O@eclcom 





based solely on the deroids® adventures), amd trivia quienes 
abounded (: In how many parsecs did Han Solo make the 
Kessel Run in his starship, the Afiflenaficen Fateoa? A: 12). 
Special effects artists were finally recognized for their magical contributions ta moviemaking 
In August of 77, the dreds CSE and KRe-D2—roundly hailed as the hottest comedy duc since 
Laurel and Hardy—hed their footprints immortalized in the sidewalk outside Los Angeles’ famed Manns 
Chinese Theater. In September, a “Making of Stas Wives” special aired on national television, Tie feel- 
lowing April, the movie garnered sever af the 10 Acaideniy Awards for which it was nominated. 
Reasons for the mania were debated in TV news reports, newspaper and magazine articles, and 
at office water coolers, on street corners and in living rooms everywhere for months, Wis at the 
special eects, or the timeless story of dood trruniphing aver evil, or the escapist fantasy pulling the pop 


ulace out of is post-Warerdate/Viemam War doldrums? Indeed, stalwart fans are still arguing, two 


NOWIG 





Whet’s kept Ste Wass olive for 20 peors 
ore the legions of posstoaote fons whe 
disgtay thelr dewation to the trilegy 
iimteny woys cad mens, fran 
firense plates to weddlag cake tops. 
And while they may mat have o 
toichy nichmome os Trekkers oo, 

the Stan Wars folthyfil come owe fa 
fell foree of wortows scieace fiction 
conventions around the wield. The 
quorterly Sue Wars Gavacy Magar 
receives fon mol in ortfel envelopes, a5 
weil as holes af wonder, Ike the one from 
an ort student who received an “A for 
ber pink TIE fighter “personality box.” 


try RANMIUERSAAY BAGATINE 





decades later, and micro-analyzing each and every facet of the movic. 

Looking back at the initial reactions, ome fact is umdentable when asses sing 
its universal popularity: There hal never been a movie like Stan Wass, 

Any good movie will find its audience, but Stag Waas was generally 
met with unbridled praise from the critics. Revisiting the reviews Is an 
insightful, soaetimes prescient, even ironic time trip. 

“The Year's Best Movie, ein its May 30, LOY? story. “A 
gic anil ghorious film that may well be the senash bit of 1977," the article 
declared, citing in particular “the fwo manned robots, the Laurel and Hordy 
of the cybcrnetic world... a menagerie of monsters amd frotesques... and 


DREAM TEAM 


' ‘beens _ =r 
thet fanntatclann’ the fi 
interstellar bar, Las Ungas, whore 


every fifo form on this planet aven- 





tually ulelte, blared Tia 
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Before the Kenner account came along, 
they were just three ordinary guys working 
for Grey Advertising in New York City. Now 
they're the S748 Wars team. 

Adam Seely, Rob Travaline and Doug Fal- 
lon were happy enough creating TV ads for 
Batman, Nerf and other properties, Little did 
each of them knew, however, that all three 
harbored one very common passion—STAR 
Wass, Now in their mid 20s, they'd been ar- 























































Aisiiting Gray's Sua Wass Erie of Travating (otter) 
Seely (2nd from right) end Follow (right) ere copy. 
writer Ben Lippe (left) ond ort director Greg Daly, 


dent fans since childhood, inte their teen years 
and right through college. None of them 
dreamed that S18 Wass would someday be- 
Cone a major pact of their careers. 

Then about two years ade ‘Travalino, a 
creative director whose nickname in high 
school had been Han Solo, had a brainstorm. 


NOIVERGAAY MAGA TIE 


Let's make a pitch for the Sraa Wars accourt 
with Kenner, he thought. His idea was to pro- 
duce what in the trade is called 9 “sizzle film,” 
which would include mot just Grey's attrilut: 
é3, but alas chips, sound effects and music from 
the oilogy to demenstrate an intimate knowl- 
edge and devotion to Stan Wars. 

Tt was after he proposed the notion te 
Seely, a producer, acd Fallon, an art director, 
that Travalino discovered their shared bond. “1 
had to ‘twist’ Adam's anm to go along with 
it,” Travalino recalls. 

They ended up making their presentation 
to Kenner twice, wowing the toy maker both 
times and ultimately winning the account. 
And to date, the trio has produced eight dif- 


ferent Star Wars TY spots for a variety of 


Renner action figures, vehicles and playsets, 
as well a3 a stunning Shades of the Empire 
gel that brings Luke, Xizor and Dash Rendar 
to life through 3-D computer animation. 
Beyond their creative duties, these guys 
remain unboshed fran Wars fanatics. “I've 
never stopped watching the movies,” says Seely, 
who also still has his original Stax Wars toys. 
Fullon’s weakness are the many Svar Wars 
video games. “My wile is a game widow,” he 
confesses. Travaline admits that Swim Wars 
directly influenced his decision to study broad. 
casting. “Dt taught me toe believe in myself.” 
So even as they toil away on upcoming 
Kenner oak Mars ads, anticipation of seeing 
the trilogy om the big screen for the first time 
has them on the edge of their seats. “I'°l] be 


camped outside the theater in my C-3PO sleep- 


ing bag,” Silys Fallen, 













the wizardly special effects.” Even compared to Stanley 


Kubrick's 2000: A Space Odyssey, the benchmack in 













science fiction films at the time, Tene opined, “Snax 
Wags is tops." 

“The year’s most razzle-dazzling family 
novie,” wrote Chuirkes Champlin in the Las 
Angeles Times. His upstate coumerpart, John 
Wisserman of the Sea Francdsea Exaniner, 
called STAR Wars “the most exciting picture 
to be released this year—exciting as the- 
ater anid exciting as cinema.” The Bosna 
Herald's David Rosenbaum called it 
“ome of the greatest adventure stories 
ever told,” while Nreswerk’s Jack Kroll 
dulshedd tt “pure sweet fun all the way." 

Many seasoned prandits, espe- 
cially those who grew up—as did 
George Lacis—with movie serials, 
radio dramas and comic books, en- 
thusiastically compared Stan Wars 
to the futuristic tues of Buck Rogers 
and Flash Gerdan, Viricerit Cunby, Im 4 
The New York Tintes, defined Sian | a 
Wars os “the movie that's going to a 
entertain a let of contemporary folk 
who have a soft spot for the virtually 
ritualized manners of comic-book 
adventure.” Chanplin declined it “Bock 
Rogers with a dectoral degree.” bn ‘Tire 
Bastow Phornix, David Denby wrote that 
“Sak Waes is wrideubted|y something new 
in the history of popular culture: an homage 
to the cheesy space-ship-and-ray-gun serials of 
the “0s. it's both a loving! porody amd an awe- 
somely beautiful work ef bendgimatiod,” 

The more enadite of critics, whether they liked 
the flan or stot, couldn't resist attaching deeper soci- 
ological, philosephical or dheelogical caeaminsts to Lascas' 
intertt, “It ts soothing to find a Fucny film imagining sone 
thing a great deal worse than South Atrica’s possessing nuclear 
weapons,” wrote Penelope Gilliatt in The Wee Yorber, later con- 
Cuding. “There is something dazzling about a sci-fi film that manages 
to call uport the energies of both futurism and long-held faith.” Pete Harnill, 


The chavacters fn Sras Wars are among 
he mast memorcble in movie Afshar 


So of course they've been parodied, Mel 
Brooks, the sult af send-aps, giee we 
Spaceballs (top), complete with hom 
INSPIRED BY STAR WARS Safad end Bary, Land Helmet and o power 
z called the Schwartz, presided aver by 
just plain Yogurt. Corie Fisher oppeored 





It wae @ scerching hot day in Oklahoma when my parents tock we to 
aoe the premiere of Sree Wars. | loft thet theater forever changed. | 


knew that | had to bo pert of thet high-tech future, and today | am. | ot Saturday Might Live oso teen alien in 
spent the remainder of my teenage years constantly tinkering with com- ao skit that alsa poked fon ot Frarkre and 
puters and moving on to my engineering degree before joining Intel, Annette beach mavies, And even Miss 

where | now manage part of 2 design teem developing the next gener- Piggy got to harm it wp with Mark Hamill 


ation of Intel microprocessors. Who knowe? The latest product we just 
finished might sven be weed at game point in the computer-genorated 
portion of the upcoming prequels! AOBEAT STEAR, reteasttmiposz.inteloo 


om The Muppet Show, 
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aptitude for Sran Wes made me o naturel for odlting Dark Horse Comics" line 





of Straa Wears Utles, end here lam. | love my job. | Peet panes, PoRTuAna, oF 


writing in the Chicge Tribune, after assuring readers 
he wasn't related toe Luke's portrayer, termed Svae 
Wises a Big Dumb Flick (“it's just entertainment’) 
before declaring, “It is a perfect film for a time when 
ne Americans are dying anywhere in a war, when 
no Amenican bombs ore landing on anyone, when ney 
President ts acing imiictment or impeachment.” In Tre 
Villiage Vacs, reviewer Molly Haskell, referring te the 
war between the Rebels aod “Lirperialists,” wrote: 
“Tetweren these two factions, the ideolotical differ. 
ences ane tuindly mare striking than those that scpa- 
fate the Greens and Golds in prep-school athletics.” 

Aund then there were those wieo simply divdsa't ger 
it. With o flip-flopping thumb, Gene Siskel, in the 
Chitaage Tria Re, follows up praise for “sq riking WiSLI- 
al crick|s|... Lucas’ seriprveritict... [and] weird-leok- 
ings creatures” with this: “Om the debit side are the 
filim’s hunuin performumess. Save for 
Alec Guiness [sie], the cast is un- 
memorable.” In Nee York, Jolin Si- 
men exclaimed, O dull new world! 

Tt is all as excitiog as last year’s 
weather reports. ... What you ulti- 
mately have isa set of giant baubles 
manipulated ly an infant med." 
Cross-country, in sister publication 
Mew West, Stephen Farber offered: 
“STAR WARS ts a entertiming crowd. 
pleaser and a monumental technical 
achievement, but its a long way from 
being a classic.” 

“Who kaw?" Farber night say 
today, The fact is, though, that even 
as those first reviews were being writ- 
ten, Sian Wass was penetrating aur 

culture, Sure, there was the extra- 

ordinary merchandising and Li- 

censinhd pragracn, bontbarding cuir 
senses and kids with Svak 
Wars T-shirts, posters, 
lunchhaxes, PEs, 
action Figures, 
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From the beginning. the drotds 0-380 
mad #2-02 were o lange port af whet 
made Stan Waes work, They were 
iastoatly componed to seach revered 
cone feoiones os Abbott and 
Costello ond Lowel md Aordy. Mey 
Moyed well mwoy from Star Wars, 
fod, making guest oppecramces in off 
sats of places, whellier promoting o 
one-night Jobe Willfems coacert ar 
a8 @ cartoon punch dine by Bill 
Pipntpten fd the Soho Weekly News. 


CONCERT 
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pobetyes ate 
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masks, 

costumes, soundteack 

albums (the single, “Steur 

Wars: Cantina Rand,” by 
Meco, rode atep the pop chars 
all that summer), model kits... and 
more. A lot more, 

Pact of char “ivere” was the lan 
fuate and imagery of San Wars, 
“Delay Ere Ponce fee with wou” became 
4a buss phrase, uttered im place of 
1 deck” of “Godspeed.” Cartoors 
and puirodies were ubiquitous. Darth 


installed as the mew paster 








hoy for “the bad guy. The robeta— 
though in Laeas-ese they are always 
Teferred to as droetds—hecome mot 
enly oiatines idoks but alsa syinlsol- 
ic of our society's turning the corner 
in finally gecepting anthropomorphic 
lechnolody. LAbsa, the personal comm 
puter revolution, marked by the 
fourkting of Apple Computer in 1976, 
wis just underway, | 

Chservers liked to call it a cult, 


at sometimes sinister con- 





an fee 
e|rren rlr aen Sean 
So at nitation woe best om the millions of 





grade schomers who gleefully idled 


| rd 
Krieg der Sterne |_| away hours with Luke and Leia 


Whea farmer Fresigent Fold 
Aragar proposed 7 spince- 
haied mise defen system 
for the UL5.. Ais politicar 
oproncats dubbed the pre 
gram “Star Wars,” and the 
nome immediately stuck, IL 
Barat oo for as fie November 
12, 1984 cover af the Geren 

| meeemnaqarie Der Spleqel fn 
Picturing Reagan os orth 
Wieder cad bonowing space: 
ships directly fran Lhe mavie, 
the cover wondered, “Reagan 
After the Election, Werpons 
for Star Were?” 


: action figures, or innocently carried 
a Svar Wiees lunchbox to scleool, Od 


the members of the hundreds of un 





official tom clubs that Spring up a4 “ind the country, It wast wacomnon to bear of 





nis ane brides clressed as Han Selo and Prineess Leta for their weelelir 





2 Ceremonies 
4, kept Tas Was 
fever high well inte the mid }9806. Yoda became a sort of celluloid Confucius, espousing 
philosaphical soundbites: [Yiu 


must unlearn what vou have INSPIRED BY STAR WARS 
leaned.” “Try not. Do, Or de not. 
There 1 cio Er ¥] that heeame in i first saw Siaa Warne at the age of five. It 
tempted me to pick up @ pencil and draw, and 
W drew tt all. | dacided to attand art school, Af- 
ter graduation | wae given o chance to work at 
careers in blmmaking, special ¢f- LucasHrts Entertainment Eo. "ve been with 
fects, computer teclinolody, art the company two years and recently worked 
and other creative and techno on Jedi Hight, the sequel to Dark Forces. It 
hae been the chance of o lifetime, and | owe it 
: all to a little movie called Stan Was. ecint 
a fésull of STAS HOAs “waa.” VOUNG, Cyoungitleceefrte com 
The news media paid a sert 





And, of co iim it 





rac, the boffo sequels, Eeapire in 1981 ane fi 








spiratioms For the Pepsi Genera 


fon. On the more practical side, 





botienl ores were Inunched ss 


+ in the 


ail to fo 


cf hearst: tee thee Flr 





4r- 














ly ‘SQs wherw itt mer U.S, President Komal! Reagan's controversial space- 





based missile defense system as “Stas Wass.” The term had first been used by Rea 
¢ plan. Lucas wasn't particularly thrilled with the infringement, 
velit proved, lowever perversely, just bow much the mowe hua! heconve an ican 


oT. Aus AUAA TeARS Wis 





¥ captivated 
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“Klay the Force be with you” became a collo- 
quialism in France (Ghee la Force sout avec 
toi), Italy (Che la Forza sia con te), 

Spain (Que la Fuerza te acompane), 
Cermany (Cie Macht sei mit dir] 
and Hollared (Moge cde Mracht 
met u zijn). 

While much of the in- 
credible effect that STAR 
Wars had on so raany 
individuals was hardly 
bay chesayin, it dich’ hap- 
pen hy accident, evthver, 

Lucas was, and is, an 
astute filmmaker and 
student of pep colpure, 

But he alae liad a ges. 

uine creative intent 
when he concocted his 
S7ak Wars universe, He 
wanted more than simply 

to evoke bygone comic books 
antd serials. He studied! mrethal- 
ofy and classic storytelling, 
especially that aimed at children, 

froc Ulysses" Ovjussey to Robert Louis 

Stevensoar's Treasure Island 

Siae Wass was immediately branded 
“schence fiction,” yet Lucas preferred a less rigid 
definition, "L past wanted te forfet science.” he said 
soon after the film's release. “1 wanted to make a space 
fantasy, more im the genre of Edgar Rice Burroughs," the 
creator of Tarzan, 


f 


et 





b 
baa | 


the 
possibilities 
of romance and ad- 


“Most civilizanons, whole cultures and religions were built 
on the ‘science Hetion' of their day," Lucas said, “Le ts just that, 
Now we call it science fiction. Before, they called it religion or vertture... | would feel very good if someday 
niyths or whatever they wanted to call it.” they colonize Mars, when Iam 93, and dhe leader of 

Also a proponent then of space exploration, Lucas espoused 
a hepe that $748 Wares would infect the younger generation 
with a combination of romanticism and thirst for knowledge. 
“Tm hoping if the Alm accomplishes ariything, iL takes Sune 
Ld-year-old kid and turns him on so much to outer space andl 


the first cobomy save: “l did it because | was hoping 
there would be ao Wookie up there” 

Those 10 year olds have grown up and are now 
20. though none has gone to Mars. Snill, many of the 
kids whe were turned on te So4a Wars 20 years ago 
have remained faithful wo Wookiees aad the rest of the 
INSPIRED BY STAA WARS movie's fantastic characters and environments over the 
si years. At first, holding their interest was cosy; the 
va ida ce hasalion tins Wet Gor os me potvicac ate Eratuction and Ralenre uf the sequels, exhaustively 
Gwen an, | begen to dream ebout becoming = [evel af- follawed by a slew of science fiction “famaines” acid 
ficer and experiencing valor firat-hand. | also began to other media, kept devotees fervently in the fold 
build o Ifelong love for science. Today | om an ox-Naoval until] the mid 180s, when the major merchandising 
officer teaching junior high science. You wouldn't baliave sizzle bedan to fizzle. 
how many difficult of listheos toples have eeemed claer- : 





er and sealer when prefaced with “Remember that scone Home video releases and occasional TV airings 
in Ster Were when...?" 9 marr eLemine, esconoioo, cA af the trilafy sated the fiithial amd brought new fans 
(Caber TaerBecl.com to the table, mostly kids too youd to have coud the 


initial fever. Then, in 11, Lecastilm—which had 


heer flourtshing with non-Sak Weaes Alms and busi- 
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nesses, Including the Indiana Jomes series, [ncustrial Light 
& Mute anil ws sounddechnology divisiens—launched 
anew Svan Wears licensing program. Primarily 
fueled by books, comics and trading cards, a Sivas 
Was resurgence again kindled the original far 
flares ancl, cane tmportintly, ignited Leter- 






“Gee bp ee eee Bl 
i 


est among the members of Generacion X. 
From there, a new generation of toys, ac- 
Hen fiyfures, games, collectibles, artwork 
itd ether merchandise have brought 
S7Tan Paws squarely hack inte the cul- 
tural limelight. The theatrical release 
of the STAR Was Trilegy Special 
Edition, coupled with news wliae ac 
‘ll-new San Wars trio of prequels 1 
In the works, fairly fuarantees that 
George Lucas’ space fantasy will 
remidio an ivan well inte the next 
Tie rrnium. 
Given that Lacas will turn So thes 


Loigiages and alphabers tay be 
different ta countries orgund the 
world, ut Stam lass is smoker 
everyiere, a9 graphically displayed 
on movie posters iq (from fest) 
England, Hong Kong, Staly, israel 
mid France. 





wear, amd comsiclernd dat today’s 10 pear 

Ads will be 50 when be eckebrates his 3rd 

birthday, is still within the realm of paos- 

sthility that a Sau Wis bayalise will help col 

onize Mars in 2037. So don't be surprised if he 

or she invekes the name Chewbocen when the 
spaceship hatch eperts dad the Arse bara sens Foeet 


on the Red Planet. ih 


™“Qwe ia Force sout avec toi” 


"Che la Forza sia con te’ 


“Wi FUGA Ti ROU 


“Die Macht sei mit dir” 
{flay THE FORCE BE WITH You" 
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whole new generation 
of movie licensing and 
merchandising 

BY STEVE SANSWEET 


STAR Wars launched a 






































no the begieniog. there was Wie fli. 

Well, actually, that's mol quite brie. For even behore the first mores of Jobin 

Willems" heroic store or Che iow familiar opening crawl (A bong time age...7), 

there wos “lhe still the merchandise that belped propel the Srae Waser trilogy 

from three exciting films into a worldwide pop-culture Phomomenon that sill 

poetics DO veure lancer. There wasn much of ie at first, in he ser And while Georpfe 

Litas Choighie bo esoukl be fun to heey a sculpted Wikies coffee mug er to born the crack- 

erlanre-ehaped B2-D2 inte a cookly jar, there had never heen o really eucecssfal licensed 
movbe panoporty, died om indicocion that this Glan wauwkl be omy diferent. 

Woll, octaally, dheis mot quite tro eather. The way Charles Lippincott tells ib, arm un- 
hapay incident actually eecmed to gupuer well for thee Glm's future reocpliom, Coie of thee 
fires fell-tleee LocesGlm Lid employees, Lippineet2 originally was hired bo peneeabe pule 
lich for Brae Wks. He lho gene bo film echoed ot Die Wiiiversity of Soutien California 
with Joes, beet become o film poblloced ol was opproicled by prodiicer Gary Kiarts 
ghowt Lucas! new space Fantasy Glam. 

‘Wn a eciemce-fichon fan, a0 Tasked bo reed the scripe andl was Easoimeted by it.” Lipe 
pineott recalls “E gold George | really yonred to work on bt. and we ended wp in the tobe 
by afibe witie: beer at Universal Studios, wieere be had his office, and ae spent three 
lours jos woiding there wlking about Syas Was as peogle passed by. bt was alec the 
hire! Ginie we talked olkeat merchandising. 

Leens tohd Ligpigioem thar he waan't eure there wheald be many producte tied bo the 
filith. Tot a et he especlaliy waened—and what pet writen iets Locos’ contract with 2th 
Century-Fox—were three Seas Was boutiques, of all ehinga. The stores world sell lm- 
ined-edition merchandles, bur ecither dinectar ner publicist hod mach of an lea what 
kind of peeducts mighe work, wruil the tiles of loutiqaes got lost in Chie weeding af 
bermath of the Gls aperming. 

‘Thee impact af eae Wakes con be meosarcd in sony ways, On strictly a bottom: 
line bosis, tee theee filme thenmeclees collected o total of abou 81.0 Wlliom wor ld- 
woule of tho bos offee—before iis vous reledse of the Saw Wane Telia Spee: 
el Ealitiow—uord tens of iillions sore through video sales amd cemtaba, feler- 
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Charidise sales, even before the current St48 Was Reiner wos the Geit Loy mooofacterer to 
ride Sraa Wars” couttets, Te toke oven: 
toge of Christmas ‘77 fever without a 


predect), ft shipped certificate packages 


revival, added up to more than anther $2.5 bal 
lponm, In todav's dollars, the filme' fat privits 


right translate into as much as ST billion. 







STR WARS juatpestartedd the i 
ime licensing business in the late Layt 
mr was Tesponsible for the now taken- 


tert grape regia murketing of oiapor 


WIEN a mail-in coupon for four oetion 
Figures. Keaner's original wingl-coped 
Jowe (below) wes replaced with ao cloth 
rerion, ond though the teller of two 










movies for products ranging fran rie 
els and trading cards to toys and clock 


Le In let, according to Whe Lice 





fag Lerter, peor to the release of STAR 
Wakes in Lar?, globally consumers 
apert bess than SS ballin a VENT for 
licensed merchandise, By 195Cb thot 
Hgure had topped S66 billier. 
Charlie Lippincott joined Lascas- 
fila i Maoveaiber 1075 os Vice Fres- 
pF 


ident for Advercising, Publicity, Pre 





motion ond Merchandising. Within a 


few weeks, the first merchandising deal 
had Issen struck, Laas’ lawyer, ‘Tom Pol- 
lek, signed an agreement with scence 
furu Jucky-Lynn del Rey 


at Ballantine Hooks to publish the Sve Was 


Rethon publishin 





novelization, Lucas script and a beck wheat the 
making of the film Nothing else came quite oH 


An bith turmcawin at 





easily, After Lappimcett go 


Marvel Comics, be weed a hack-deer rete ti 





vel contributiog editor Roy Thomas excited akong writ 
Wig an aclaprtaitiaan tor comic books 


Wearing lis pronation hat, Lippincett deweloped the con- 





cept of atten fan conventtioas to talk op STA WARS, o strategy 
that was partly responsible tor the hide epeningalay crowds, The first and 
tee Sain Drego Comic Converstion in the saainer of 1976, 


an anniial affair thae draws Barnes ancl comics prote ssiorlils From all ewer the 





hitticat Catherine woes 





workd, Artist Howard Chhaykin and writer Thornas spoke about the upeom- 
nig ogre series, ond Lippimcett asked con-gocrs what kinds of men:hon- 
dise they'd like to see. 

The frst limited Stan Wass collectibles were available in San Diego, 
Phere were T-shirts with the movie's initial triangular logo, binges with the 
filin's maine and a specail poster drown by Chaykin, marked “Stag Wiss 
Corporation Poster #1." Only 1,000 were 


Pexliy, this early Star Wars collectible b 


mrinted and ofttered ae Sl Cac. 





mis SEH 








is World Science Fiction Convention 
in Kansas City. This time he brought abo 


while, fe 


Lippincott alsa attended that 








Int, costumers amd props. Mican- 
was providing a mew science Retin magazine, Starlag, with ton 
talizang tidbits about the film. In essence. Lippincott was priming the tare 
audience for the west successhul mowie oer thanclising « amps 


There was one unfortunate result. 


iin im dastery. 
Thee Lueashln prodction office at 








Universal (inonically, although the film was produced by Fax, Lascas remained 








at his old base) was burglarized and photographic copies of sone of the orig 





in Ralph MoQuarric artwork, storylssards and ether sketches were taken. 


“We wen angry. of course,” Lippincott says. “But ina perverse sort of way 





it tell us that the buses about STA Wass was getting our there.” 
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Sraggietaorh aflers (far right) fs fen 
accurote, ff is valved more by collectars, 


While the file was an overnight 
beo-cHhice amd Tech ia SChsaitiawn, the fibeT- 
chandise caly trickled cut at first from 


surprised manufacturers. Mey had rev 





er heard of 4 movbe Sp TT shocessful 
licensed preulucts, much less one with 
weird-sounding character manes such 
as Princess Let Organa of Alderaan or 
perback movel- 


av, relemst d SLX 


OhiVan Remobi, Che pe 
ization ef the sere ripils 
months before the film, had sedld aut; the 


first issues of the Marvel comics also ap 





peared prior to the Alen’s apening sani 
al coal 


one dotible 





cid quite well ‘There were a coup 
vance theatrical posters 
hecause it was printed on silvery “my- 
lar” stock 
promntional thems, ad that was it. 


Bul alter belay 


a couple of cost and crew 





25, OTT things were 
ever quite the sie, Mervbepicers, caught 


Up In this new universe, wamted to take 











A goiosy of goodies: Mosk 





moker Oon Post produced a 
frieadly Cheaebeccd mask oad 
















discontiaved the fist—and 
Aercer—versiog: Lecas 
considered on Ae-De cookte 
jar (pradaced fater by 
fomnon Ceramics} whea he 
cow Faiph Meduarrie’s 
sketches af the data: 
Tapas bubble gum cards 
ond Stan Wares pillow coses 
By €rbb were metas 
for young firdd. 


















home a piece afi At Hirst there were T-shirts and 
iman-on transfers, pewelry and badges thar spelled 
the arch-wilain’s name wrong (Darth Vadar). Those 
Posters claat fantasy and comics conventioneers 
had boughe tor a buek started corinancing 510, 
and there were other, commercially produced 
mosters bo bow. Some sheets gan pillow cases, the 
first of many sets of stickers and trading cords, 


shivet music, a couple of books... but ne toys. 





there Had been a “toyetic” movie, in the 


words of one toy industry vistonary, this was it 





And four coonths before Sas Wass epencd, Rent 
ner Products, naw a unit of Hasbro, decided to 
Hive ita shot Kener didi’: keww if the Alm would 
be o big hit, but that didn't matter. Space teys hal 
heen sortaf moribund since the carly 19.505, yet 
this one fila had enough achen, gdventure and 
neat ships and gadgecs to make a ataral toy bine, 

Bernie Locnis, then presitient of Rerier, as- 
summed that the film well come and jfo quickly, 
and that when the toys arrived a year later they 
would have to stand on their own, Kenner's con- 
tract called only for ane “all-farnily action board 
game” in 977 and pechapes theee differese play 
sets With figures the following year. Gut the sci-fi- 
obecssed design epee tatierte worked @verfime to 
come up with ideas and protorgres to preset to 
night of Hina) approval. 


Qhe launch of the Svar 





Fox andl Lucas, whe hued hi 

The central decision in 
WAkS line—one that mot only assured its success 
brut affected the entire tov tndustry—was made in 
Loomis’ offier one morming in March 1977. Loomis 
finer David Okada a little after T 
aml. anid asked him to come upstairs to help fig- 


called heal des 








ure out “what we're goirnd ta do with these Stair 
Wakes heures.” Renner had been sweoesshal wath 
12-inch-tall Sev Arif Goller dtea dolls, as Has 
bre had been with GI Joe. But if dhe any Mam Solo 





Figtuore WIS pong to be 12 imeives tall. bors Sbct 
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Dorit Vader's ME fighter 
eS oO Popular model 
kit—and /iMers fauad 
some models so neal, they 
contd ose Ler in moking 
Empire, Hefix, dy Erupleesa. 
made o 3-0 Berth Star 
pencil shurpenes, dnd you 
contd collect Sua Was 
Plastic cups from Coke via 
Jiret-food chars 





We 


ship, the Jillette Petro, would have oo be five 
fect in diarneter and east several hundred dollars. 
We 


What tode, when Bernie held up his righe hard, 


were hashing it around, trying to deci 


4 the thumb and forefinger apart, ond asked, ‘How 
Qheout irri hig. Dave?” Okada reteants, The de- 
sifner took o stix-inch stecl ruler from his shirt 
pocket, mesure the open space at 3 34") and 


both men decided thir would le as dood a 





1tas any for Luke Skywalker, with 
the nels heures scaled to size, 
Wile Kenner theught that kids 


pick ancl choos: amend chee 





would 
fowomnte chymcters, it turned aur char 
ar the iautnal jit ie ok atone SE fit 
ure, they wanted them all (tle lire 
grew to 11S hitunes by "RSI, plies every 
kind of packaging and other variations, 
The size of the fig 
sornuble prices for vehicles and playsets. 


26 aloo led te rea 





The initial pli wars te aieti cuit 
three vehiches and six scall accion fis 
ures, hut after Sage Wass premiered, 
neore that 40) pertulas tis were Put tbo cle- 
velopment overnight. Kerner nung to 
get cat some boxed puseles, paint-by- 
Haber sets dead eve @ board some by 
late Fall, but it jase coabda't produce ac 
hon hitines or vehicles in tine fer Chiriat- 
nae. Se the tov maker soled g promise, For 


about $10), fans coal buy a tehitly sevherl 





Se ere rt Z eon Tip +" hi 
cerhihaite package containing a thin cand 





In between movies, Stak Wars fans have been glued to a galaxy 


of adventures in print 


BY DON CHARLES 


The last we saw of our Svan Waas herocs on the 
silver screen, they were celebrating the destniction of 
the second Death Star and the fall of the Enipire. But 
by mo mieans was that the end of the Ste Wass ste- 
ty. In the nearly 14 years since the Retin of the feat — 
amd especially durin the “Gis—=Licashlii has worked 
with a selece group of publishing partners to weave 
an ever thicker and richer Stak Wass tapestry with 
new exploits and revelations of Jedi history in the 
form of novels, non-fiction books, comics, trading 
conds and roleplaying games. 


NOVELS 


While the occasional STAR 
Hares book tickled! the parslic's far 7 
ev in the ‘Y0s—notably Splinter of 
rhe Mind's Eye by Alan Dean Fos- © 
ter in ‘T8&—it wasn't unl 1897 that 7 


the Svar Wass universe took on a 
life of its own in hardcover, adult 
novel form, That's when Bantam 
Books and Lucasfilm teamed up with 
best-selling science fiction author Tim- 7 
othy #nhn to expand the Star Wars 7 
universe in Heir te the Empire, the first 
ofa Zalin trilogy. " 
The initiol stery is set five years after the events 
int fea?, when the Expire is im shambles. A mew vil- 
lain, Grand Admiral Thrown, has plans to overthrow 
the New Republic while Leia, Han and Luke are 
caught in political turmeil. The book hit number one 
on the Mew Yor? Times best-seller list and effective- 
hy kicked off a renuissance of STAR Wass interest, 
Other wovels, written by top science fiction au- 
thors, followed. The events they cover include the 
marriage of Han and Len and the birth of thea thse 
children, whe all exhibit Jedi powers; the gradual 
evolution of a new galactic government, under con- 
stint threat from the feisty Empire; am Lake's nevivil 
of anciert Jedi skills, 
Among more than 20 best-selling tithes: 
* The Courtship of Princess Leta by Dave Wolverton, 
Four years alter Jedi, Leia is offered a new home for 
Alderaan’s refugees if she marries Prince Dswlelar, 
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* The Jedi Academy tilogy by Kevin J. Anderson, 

Luke starts a trang academy for young fecli Knights. 

* Childress of the Jedi by Barbara Hambly. The Rebels 

search for the long-lost children of the Jedi. 

* The Corellon trilogy by Roger MacHnde Allen. 

Han Sole returns to his home planet where he faces 

off against an evil cousin. 

*# The Crystel Ster by Vonda Melntyre, Leia’s chil- 

dren are kidnapped. 

* Derk by Kevin J. Anderson. A group of Hutt 
crime lots attempt te build a weapon, 
the Darksaber, and take over the galaxy. 

* Shadows of the Bene: by Steve Perry, 

a multimedia venture also mehucling 

comics, cards, video game and soumnd- 
track. In plotting to assassinate Luke, 
evil Prince Xaszor pits Darth Vader 
against the Emperor. 

Bantam continues to publish 
several original hardcover tithes 
annually as well as paperback and 
audiobook edinons. 

Over the years, Random 
Homese's Del Rey division has pro 
duced novelizations of the movics 
and two original trikogies, The Lando Calriss- 
jaw Adventures aod The Han Solo Adventures. 

For younger readers, Berkley Books produces 
Young Jecli Knights and Jumior Jedi Knights semes, The 
Youd Jedi follews the adventures of Han and Leia’s 
twins, Jacen and Jaina {ase 14), while Junior Jedi 
centers on their third son, Anakin, os he trains te 
he a Jeci at his wocle’s academy. Bantane also publishes 
a series of books geared for $-to-12 year olds, while 
Litt, Brown offers a line of juvenile popeup books. 


NONFICTION BOORS 


Del Rey has examined the saga in a variety of pro- 
jects. Amon?! more than two dosen titles are an “art: 
oP trdogy that reproduces storyboards, sketches and 
other art from all three films; yuides to characters, 
vehicles, weapons and planers; technical journals 
(with Starlog Press] featuring blucprints; trivia books: 
annotated script books for the original movies: 





companions tor the NPR radio drmatizations of 
the movies ond an upeaming ultimate encyclopedia. 
Oras Wars non-fiction tithes alse include: 
"A guide to Stark Waas collectibles (toys, games, 
posters, cards, ete.) published by Tomart. 
* The Mustrated Star Wars Universe, a coffee-table 
compendium featuring art by Ralph McQuarrie and 
text by Kevin J. Anderson, from Barta. 
* Behind-the-scenes books, with rare photos from the 
films and Lucashlm Archives, from Chronicle Books. 
* Two books documenting the first and second decades 
of [Industrial Light & Magic. from Ballantine, 
* Strategy dunles to the Star Wass PC and video games 
from LucasArts Entertainment, from Prima Publish- 
ing and Brady Ganves. 


COmIc BOOKS 


One of the first Sian Warsrelated 
items. to hit the shelves in 1977 was the 
adaptation of the movie by Marvel 
Comics. Marvel also produced a 
monthly series, annuals and a black- 
and-white magazine for the British 
audience. 

Marvel adapted Enapire and feat, 
too, often exploring some then-mi- 
nor characters and cultures, such as 
bounty hunters fackuss, 1-88 ane 
Boba Fett, Luke's childhood friend 
and fellow Kebel pilot Biggs and 
Chewhacca's homeworld of 
Kashyyyk. ; 

Dark Horse Comics acquired the license” 
in 1981 and began publishing mew Srak Wars ad- 
ventures beginning with Dark Empire. The series, 
created by writer Tom Veitch and artist Cam Kennedy, 
Was set Six years after the events in Jedi and inteo- 
duced readers to another malevolent Emperor, a clone 
of the deceased Palpatine; it was followed by Dark Eni 
pire C7 bin 19944005, 

Dark Horse bias pursed other Sink Waas stories, 
such as Jabba’s nefarious business dealings, Boba 
Fete’s bounty hunting, the droids’ pre-Luke back- 
ground and centuries-old Jedi history. Dark Horse 
has compiled several anthologies, including collec- 
Hons of the old Marvel tithes and the newspaper strip, 


Dronng the 1970s. science feoen-therned cords 
were notin high demand. But Topps executives had 
a hunch Ste Wars might be different. When 


Bian Baas 20re ANMIVERSAAY MAGATINE 


the movie opened to huge business, they 
contracted with Lucasfilm to produce the original 
Svae Waes mowie trading cards, followed by Em- 
pire and Jedi series. 

Topps wasn't the only producer of Star Wars- 
related cainds, General Mills and Wonder Bread each 
produced sets in 178, as promotional tie-ins, and 
the trend continued with Entptre amd jedi. 

In 1998, Topps introduced the first of three Star 
Wares Galaxy cand sets that showcase various artists’ 
interpretations of the Stan Wares mythos. The series 
features preliminary sketches and production art by 
Ralph McQuarrie as well as visions by top comics 
and book-cover illustrators, Companion trade paper- 
back books were produced for the first two series, 

Two years ago, Topps debuted its three-part STAR 
Wass Widevision series—extra-wide images taken 

directly from laser disks of the entire trilo- 
fy; a Special Edition set 15 abet 
to be released. Topps latest in- 
novation is a Tak Wars Wide- 
vision series im 3-1), 


ROLEPLAYING 

GAMES 

Roleplaying games, in which 

bo or more ployers take on the per- 

sona of Sian Wars chanscters and act 

| out adventures, have added a wealth 

of background to the S74e Wars led- 

end. Since the late 'S0s, West End 

Gomes has produced a wide series of 

Pe Stan Waes roleplaying game source- 

books and game advenmures. 

The company provides gamers with detailed skill 
descrnptions of all aspects of the Stax Wars universe: 
backstories for existing aril newly crented charac- 
ters: technical information about ships, vehicles and 
weapons, chatecteristics of environments and plan- 
ets: and history arid cultural references, 


MAGAZINES 


Currently, Lucasfilm has licensed two domestic 
magazines, Stax Wars Galaxy Magacine (Topps) and 
ST48 Waas Insider (The Fan Club, Inc), quarterlies 
that cover a variety of classic and current Sra Wass 
news, features, fetion, comics and art for distinct 
audicnces. Last year, several overseas publishers 
hegan producing licensed Sak Wass magazines in 
England, France, Germany and Australia. 








bowed “stage” for the first 12 action figures, a few assorted pieces 9 well as the earlier ones—hot all over again. While 
of paper and a certificate redeemable by mail for the first four ac the horte Super Serallimeter film business wos 
tion figures. About 600,000 were shipped, although many weren't giving way to home video in the late 1970s, Ren 
sold. But those who mailed in their coupons gota set of four Stae = Films did its best business ever by selling a few 


Werks figures carly in 1978—the first of seme 250 million small arc minutes of STAe WARS excerpts. 
tion figures that would be sold worldwide over the next eqghie 4 Ry 1979 there were Staae Wars Halloween 

























(A. so-called Early Pind Certificate Package still scaled mow costumes and masks, overalls and 
brings aleut $150 tn the collectors’ market.) : jackets, digital and analog 
There were many figure variatens. The first Lake, wretwatches, T-shirts, socks, 
Vader and Obi-Wan figures liad a hard plastic lightsaber 
that telescoped twice, but it was complicated and 
costly, ao i was quickly replaced with a lightsaber 


ghoes, sneakers and san- 
dals, plastic tableware, 
Erecting! cords, gitt wrap. 

a svndicated newspaper 
comic strip, ying rock- 
ets, plastic model kits, 
wallpaper, buttons and 
patches, lunel hoxes, 
belts and buckles, jew- 
elm, school supplies, ce- 
ramic mugs, banks and 


that telescoped once. The tiny Jawa were from 
WHaTInE a vinyl cape to a somewhat richer-look- 
ing’ cloth cape. Today, the “cheap-looking” vinyl- 
caped Jawa sells for $1,400 or so mint and sealed 
on a cand—more than 20 tinwes the cost of its cloth- 
cape cOMmTterpart, 

Mistakes were oidde, Kerer’s Cantina Adver: 
ture Set, a Sears exclusive for Chiristinas 1978, in- 
cluded four new action Hgures. One was Snagdletooth, 
aS S04" figure dressed! on Toval bbhae with berighe Hlowes 


cookie pars, posters, trading 
cords, records and tapes, books 

anid comics, pajamas and 
robes, sheets and towels— 
and, of course, lots 
of toys 


and silver boots. The only reference Kener had stiwed the 
creature cut off at the waist, so its designers had to guess. 
Actually, ong iletooth wre sloort, with hairy hands 
and large, ugly paws for feet. The revised 
Snapglerooth released later on a card was 
only 3° tall and wore a red uniform 
abd no beets or gloves, 
While Star Wars oollect iL 
ing has always been toy- 
thiven, there were fundreds aa 
of ocbver kinds of products i : i ; 
worldwide. More than == 
G00 manufacturers sold 
milbons of tndividgal ; 
items tied to ATAR 
Wass, Tie Empire 
Surthes Baek, Retern = 
af the Jed’ and all ; 
of their offshoots ———————_! 
through the mice 
1980s. Among the 
early major licensees for 
the first trilogy was the Bibb 
Co. with a line of Stan Wears sheeds, 








pillow cases, blankets, bedspreads, sleeping bags, curtains, beach = Ome of the mare prized Stine Was toys 
quuls, beach towels, bathroom towels and washeloths. Bibb had dif- amen collectors fs the chipboard Death 
ferenit designs—Galaxy, Spice Boniasy, Laon Vieter ond Jedi Knight, Star ploypset distributed by Palitey in 
and special designs for Sears, J.C. Penney, Montgomery Ward and Eglin’, Reaner Comedia and Telteys in 
Batchite Bros, in England. And that was juse for the firse film. Australio—and worth up ta $650 fa 
Dont Post Studies, a soil) California mask maker, saw its busi- mat condition, Japanese companies 
ness soar as at produced authentic-looking overhead masks of six mode a nember of Jedi-worthy toys, 
ditfterent characters, and then added mere for the next two films.  inefedting ame of locas" fovarites, 2 27 
The current Sie Wars revival finds new Don Post masks—as walking @2-02 wind-up by Fokore, 


G1a8 Wars 201s ANMIVEASAAY MAGAZINE GT 


Right: Possports ho tie 
Set of Empire were few 
and far between and are 
tow Aipaty prized cal 
fectiites. Setows Rovities 
Mint iswed sets ef gated 
ond sitver coins, sculpted 
hy artes Koren borth, to 
conmenorcie Strut Wars’ 
TOL manivercory, Far 
right: A Yoos statwette 
from Ailton Industries 
sculpted by Lorry Mobile, 


The US. merchandising 
SICCeESS Was repeated 
arouril the werd, In che 
United Kingilan alo 
there were 36 manu 
La6 
produces, England's 
Helix International 


mide one of the few 


faclurers with 


threedimersbonal repre 
scntations of the Death 
Star: a round metal peneil 
sharpener for 35 pence. In 
Spain, Ediciones Manantial 
made an R2-D2 rotating calendar 
am a O-3PO mobile. [taly’s Edizioni Pani: 

i Ja stompalbum story book. You could 





TLR PAARS in Europe and Asia—and eventu- 
ally in the U.S.—with C-3PO"'s, a breakfast cere- 
al from Kellogi, In England, there were ice lollies, 
limon chew bars and molded marshmallows in 
shapes oF C-SPO), R2-02 and Darth Vader, Iialy 





the 





had hioorice twists. There were ice cream hairs in 
Australia and Moloysin, Ane in Japan, those with 
f hankering could buy chocelate or comamel can- 
dy, rice snacks and dry bread sticks—all with small 
Svan Wass premiums like Cracker Jack prises. Fos 
fed, England's Bridge Porm Dairies offered Syyur 
Wales bow-fit vogurt im ci 
Jabba the Hutt Pench Melba, 





het varieties. mcluding 





There were promotional tie-ins galore. Star 





Wind cards were stulfed wirk G45 million 
. General Mills ran cereal 


with plastic tumblers 


loives of Wonder Bread 








kites, cards, 





cre and miniwtire cardial vehicles, The oc- 





real boxes themselves are quite collectible, as 
are the hundreds of different im-store point: 


Vi trmnnnlacturers Lisied 





of purchase displays 
to attract buyers. There were collectors" 
tatds on six-pack travs of Hershey 

candy lars: and hats, place- 


GB al Ba: fUtH RAT 


WEREAAY 


MAGAZINE 











(even oa sweepstakes to win an 





in-home appearance ly Dardh Vader 
trom the maker of Dixie € ipsa 

R2-002 and CEO promoted childhood 
IMMLUNZatieN Caio praaes ool Cee OE ariel Avis- 


Agee . a k "a " ll “ * 
tralia qu a sa INES Comlipaig st for the Gerona 





wa bonk tn Australia. The bigtest lev 


the Coca-Cola Co. In the 


Pexst Cathie 








US : there We re 





tic-In was with 


erg 


dezens of different plastic cups and glasses te collect from fast- 
food outlets ancl convernence stores. Coke also offered a fying dise, 
eollectars’ cards and a stan album, In Asia and Canada, many ot 
the offers were ted to collecting bottle caps witht pliotees of char- 
acters or vehicles inside, In Japan, there were 50 assorted caps and 
an R2-De radio with a Coca-Cola loge os o premium. Twenty vears 
later, it is Coke's chic rival, PepsiCo, that has become Liurcastilm's 


major partoer for the launch of the Stax Wass Trilogy Spectel 





Edition and the first of the new prequels 
While the foreign toy market was dominated hy Renner repli- 


fi8, there were some motable excepti ms. In Ene@land, Palitoy sola 





a brightly colored chipboard Death Star playset that is highly prized 


by collectors. In Japan, Takara’s line of tovs tneluded a sonic 





corinedled H2-D2 that “spi 





€r in its stomach showing seven various scenes from Sian Woes. 
Takara also preduced one of Georte Luces’ fivorite toys 


il wind-up, walking R2-D2. 





dies thee Jacemses 


Resi d 





duced items that Stak Wakes fans seek for their collections. These 


Include varius Size posttrs 4nd lebby cards made far movie the- 








ne SS hienent one-shects, the standard 
li 


trilogy produced an arn 
rT x Ay" 





wait theaters hang in can 






vor sinc Inbby frames. 


ein posters from coumtries like lsracl, Hone Kong 





and Poland and advertising sheets for international products 
ewell the number of posters co well over 1,000. 

There are also limited-edition promotional items, imelud- 
ing a Lacie star that wes given at early See Waes fond-rais- 
ing screenings, brass paperwebtlits wath the filtas’ maces ane 
even a “passport” used to admit VIPs to the set of The Enepier 
Strikes Beck in England. Some collectors seck original art from 
the [=slers oT heoks, amd there gre seme preps and costumes 
that have made it inte the collecting world. 

Lucasfilm has occasionally given away such things a5 a 
piece Wf the Death Star in a fan club sweepstakes. And some- 
times it has donated items for charity auctions, These hove 
included an original script autographed by Lucas (53,5000), a 
CAO hand (35,(K90) ool amounted! Darth Vader helmet, mask 
and shoulder plate front Eevee (S000), But unlike nearly 
every other floumaker, Licas fas kept most of the props ane 
costings in dhe company's archives. 50 mest allegedly authentic 
props and costumes offered by dealers and even usually reputable 


auction howses have turned out to be bags. 













left: Getailed 27" wiry 
Figurines, inefuding this 
one of Linke and Yodo, are 
Produced by Applause, ax 
oe muiltipocks of Soe 
Waas ocho pares 
{right}, fielow: Frota- 
types for Keane's 2°-3" 
metol figeres show finy 
detols and can be fit 
together fg vonety of 
acemes. Below aight: Daa 
Past appecks to legions of 
Boba Fett fans with this 
replica of the bowaty 
frurters’ helene. 


Rv 1955 the Siar 
Waes line was fieding despite the best 
efforts of Kenner and other licensees, There 
were moomore films im the series—at least for 
the foreseeable future. Attempts te de lines base 
an the shore-dived Qhods and Eels TV cartoon 
SCriCS Were More popular in sane European cour: 
tries than the U.S. 

Sell, there were events such as the 10th 
ammversary celehbranon of Srae Wars, a YOST fan 
convention that dot lots of media coverage. There are 
now Star Tours rides—and merchamdise—at four Dis- 
ney theme packs on three continents, Collectors” sal- 
ver and gold coins released in 1988 have soomed 
throwih the stratespherc; coin dealers say there were 
only 14 complete sets ofall 24 coins minted, and they 
arc now quoted ac RAO OO0-S25 000 for the full set, 

Svak Wass collecting has done through several 
pilnses. Ar first, clichonl collectors were o source of 
AnLUSenbenct For sone. “You oollece tad? Baap ii‘ that 
stuff still in the stores?” some would ask. Trekkers 
weld smirk. Toy show promoters had to be cajoled into 
betting any S7a8 Wears merchandise be qe cet evn ghegl- 
ers’ tables. “There seems to be se inch of it around: 
are people really buving those things?" the promoters 
asked, Yes, they were, They still are, Only ovore so. 

Aut first, the original 12" dedls tank eff in price, a 
crossover for Sark Wes and doll collectors. A few of 














Slet Waas 7Ote ANNIWEASAAY MAGAZINE 6 4 





Srar Wars collectives rin 
tie gamut from the basic 
fo thé orbragécus. Mela: 
sized helmet playsets 
from Geloab open ta re- 
veal firy figures in an oes 
flan scene. Gul @ fail-sire 
replica of a Webel X-wiag, 
while too big for tie toy 
chek, gece @ lot mone 
preach, This Mbenglass- 
onnsten stanighter wars 
cucGioned off by Arimon 
Mercus fact Chrtatnas. 


the rarer ones were bid up to 54000 og 
so in mint boxes. Then the vehicles 
became populir, Amd the posters. 
And finally the action figures, which 
have been red-hot since about 1991. 

What's driven the current round 
of Stan Wars caacia? For one thing, 
an entire generation of youngsters 
has grown up with the trilogy. The 
férchandise evokes childhood mem- 
aries. Mow that many of those fans 
are entering the work force, they have 
the money to try to recreate those 
Wea rrik feelings. Arad an even newer 
generation of kids who were born af: 
ter 1977 has watched the films aver 
and over on viddew, 

But the renaissance really kicked! 
in with the publication starting in 
June 199) of Timothy Zahn's trile- 
gy of new Stag Waes novels, the first 
of which, Heir fo the Beenie, aoe 
to first place on the all-important Nine 
York Times best-seller list. Orhet 
novels, noenhetvornt ard comics start- 
od appearing, and after years of be. 
ing suspended in carbonite, the Sak 
Wiis license became het again. 

Lascasfilin last caorefy lly nurtured 
the Gras Wass property, never pushing products out before there 
was a demand for them. “There's a natural life cycle to properties 
with strong kid appeal,” notes Howard Roffman, Lucasfilin's Vice 
President of Licensing. “Even classics like Mickey Mouse go throwdh 
cycles. The kids who were enamored of Stan Wags, and their 
younger brothers and sisters, started to grew oat of atin the mid 
‘BOs, and there weren't any new films to attract the next greup.” 

Even so, four years ago, Redltoan soul he was convinced the 
phenomenon was fac from dead; it was just resting im the public's 
subconscious, “When the public is ready for Stas Wars again, you 
can be sure we'll be there to provide what they want.” 

Those were prophecic words, Although Kenner tiptoed back 
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in with a 

amall line of 

STAR WAgS metal 

figtures in its Action 

Masters line, i plas 

Hic action figures, with 
sculpting and “attitude" 

for the play patterns of 

the “Sts, have been such o 

hit that demand offen has 
outrun supply. The toys have 
heen gator mear the top of toy 
trade industry best-seller lists 
ever since their inteoduccien. 


Lewis Galoob Toys has also won over buy 


era’ hearts wath an extensive line of Sue Wears 
Micro Machines and playsers, arid a mew and 
larger line colled the Stas Wass Action Fleet 
Applause has scored with meticulously 
sculptured vinw] figures, Hallmark with Christ- 
mas ornaments, Wusive Comceprs with movie 
maquettes anc Icons with the first-ever autho 
rized prop replicas. And there are costumes. 
masks, calendars, greeting cards, model kits, new 
and reissued posters, keychains, refrigerator mag 


nels, postage stamps, tramed clips of actual 70m 


hilen prints, chrowiucn art and) more to come, 


All of that precedes the first of the Stas Wows 





preguucls, targeted tor the summer of 199%, 
In the lage 1970s, a Kenner advertising 
afency came up with a curketins slogan 
that the toy company weed for vears. I 

is even truer today: Stas Wars is 
forever! tb 


Steve Sanswrer is ie ater af STAR 





Wks: Prom Gonmcept to Screen 
to Colleciible and ‘Tomart's 
Price Guide to Worldwide 
STak Warns Collectibles. 









The entertaiemen! phenomenon 
en koowa a5 ogllecbbbe card games is faking 
the world by force. What more and more 
people are discovering 15 Heat these 
* games can bé easy to learn, inexpensive 
* and pay toa wide: ree of individuals. 

: A perlect example is the introdectory Two-Player Star 
Wars” Customizable Card Game trom Parker Brothers: Ad all you 
need to gel started is one aflordable package thal contains everything 
necessary 10 play. 

Developed in conjunction with Decipher Inc., the action 
packed Star Wars” Customizable Card Game ™ allows players to 
become their favorite Star Wars” characters—heroes or villains— 


Oh. and recreate the events of Gearge Locas’ endearing trilogy. Players 


use decks of graphically exciting—and collectible —light side and 
dark side cards against each other in a series of battles, The winner 
6 the first bo run his of her opponent out of cards. Characters move 
from location to location, and battle wsing images and descriptions of 
weapons and vehiches selected directly from the Star Wars films. 
The ready-bé-play Star Wars Customizable Card Game ~ 
{rom Parker Brothers allows players to jmp right into the action. 
Fach box comtaies two hand-picked, light side and dark sage decks, 
a step-by-step gdave quide and easy-to-undersiand rules. Plus, the 
‘package includes a 1§-card Expansion Sel—one rare, four eacommon 


customizable card game that's based om the classic adventure. 














and 1 common cards to make each deck more powerful. Once play: . 
ers learn the game, they can add these cands to existing decks. As 
‘players become more experienced, they can purchase additional 
Expansion Sets trom Decipher. 

Besides being a quick and atlordable introduction fo this 
fast-qrewing-game.genre, the Parker Brothers Star Wars” Customizable 


Card Game” includes. six exclusive and collectible cards not found 


elsewhere, Featured are Lake Skywalker and Darth Vader character 
cards, Death Star location cards, and powertul interrupt cards. 

The tntréductory Twe-Player Sear Wars’ Customizable 
Card Game” is available in the game aisle of your favoeite stores. 
And coming soon, look bor the Introductory Two-Player Empire: Strikes 
Gack” Customizable Card Game” featering all new cards with images 
from The Empire Strikes Back”. Players will be able ta combine 
these new cards with ones from the original game to create even 


- more powerbel decks. As the word celebrates 20 pears of Star 


Wars. there's no betler time to enter the exciting universe of the 


aster ive acing Powers of the Force! 
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afb Visions. 


OF George Lp 
Fantastic. Universe | 
__ Have Been n Integral 
| Part-of the Saga 
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Art thot’s mow port of the Lucasfilm 
Archives ployed a pivotal role throwghoot 
the predeotion of the trilegy. from eo- 
cept shriches of creatures ond costumes 
to matte paintings ened os bockgroonds 
during filming. Clockwise from top left: 
Herisoo Ellenshaw's matte palating af 
Bobs Fett’s Slave 1 ot Cloud City: early 
sketches of the wantge ice crectore and 
Yodo by Joe Johaston; mialoture AT-AT 
nadels ageiest an cirbrushed back 
ground: develanment sketches by Nilo 
Rodis-Jamero of seovted aliess, Ree- 
Tees, Gola aad the Emperoc. 



























imeagiae aa artist having to create on 
entive oniverse bosed on onother 
mon's vision. So ft wos for tilusterter 
Rolph McQuarrie. Here ore several of 
Als interpretations for the Star Wars 
trilogy. Clockwise from fir feft: pro 
duction palnting of aa Imperial ITE 
Nighter closing In on a Rebel Xewing in 
Stan Wasi: approcehiag hecveniy Clond 
Chey fa The Eenpire Strkes Back; 
Empire's matey crew of Hon-serking 
bounty hunters: fr Return of the Jedi 
Like defeated a rancor beast; Max 
febo's “firr-woiler” bond from Jedi. 





rads the suerte oF TO77, Wed been bearing for months about George Laces’ mew 
movie, a grand space adventure boasting dueling spacecraft, exotic droids and a myr- 
jad of Bizarre alien creatures. We couldn't wait to experience it first-hand, In those 
(lays, movie posters were olten our first visual encounter with a motion picture 
And those early Snie Wars posters cid much to fuel our expectations. 

Before we centered the theater, we were confronted not by a pretentious photo 
collage of superstar faces—the moron in today’s inarketng mentality—but rather by 
a breathtaking, clossical-style painting by artist Tommy Jung, who spectahzes im 
heroic fantasy ilhaserarion, That was the tip-olk: Srse Wars embraced the swash- 
buckling romance of the past without apology, uplating it with a storyline that was 
fresh and vital for a receptive mew audience. 

Art and creative design hod played integral roles at every stage of Stan Wars’ 
existemce—from the initial pitches to Hollywood executives to the posters advertising 
the release to comic books and other collectibles that the movie's fans croved—and 
did so with unprecedented success. 

“Today, more thin 13 years since the release of Sfx Wars, fantasy art continues 
to play a dynamic role in the history of the saga,” George Lucas said in 1992. “For 
Te, ifs heen a gratifying creative journey that is net even halfway comple tect,” 

That journey began in the mid-1970s. Lucas had completed his screenplay and 

was looking for wave to tien bis serp imbo a motion picture. Act the time, Hollwaod's at- 
titude toward science fiction was lukewarm, at best. Films such as Westworld, Solent Green 
and Lagar’s Maar had been expensive productions that were short om box-office returns, 
Larcas Katew be duel te fined a way to convince staclio heads that his story was different— 
and, in the process, help them “see” ele tinal presluct, He realized the best way to convey 
his exotic vision to no-nonsense movie execs was through a series of ihastrations. 

*Lnever nelly thought She Wars would become a film when | was working on those 
original paintings,” adnuts concept designer Ralph McQuarrie, the artist Lucas selected to 
help create those studio presentations. “It seemed so funky at the time, so vast a projec.” 
Nevertheless, it was MeQuarric’s breathtakiog vistas that helped convinee 20th 
Century-Fox executives that S348 Wares was a worthwhile gamble, His compelling alien 
landscapes, Velicles and life forms set the style of the film, and when Fox gave the pro- 

ject the green light. McQuarrie staved on to develop those concepts in greater derail. 
Tle was poined hy other accomplished artists. Joe Joliston, hal Tippett, Fon Cobb 
and Rick Boker oll contributed sstonishing alien and vehicle designs. Agdie Guerard 
Kadders and Nilo Redis-jamero conceived the imaginative costumes. And, of course, a 
new age of computce-controlled special effects was inaugurated by the film's Special 
Photographic Effects Supervisor, John Dykstra, who won ant Acmlenoy Award for 

his efforts. 
“To make [the Srae Wars films), a team of amazingly talented artists and de- 
signers had to create creatures. vehicles and envirorinents that began oly as works 
ena page,” avs Lucas. “Art alse became a significant factor in the advertising 
for the trilogy because each oaovie poster had to convey the complex moods 
of the him in a single paincing.” 

One of the very first Star Wars posters was never intertied for cis- 
play inimovie theater bobbies. Unlike most Ts film producers, Lucas 
wie a huge fan af science heen, anal recognized the importance 
of sci-h conventions 23.4 forum for preanoting upecnine film pro- 
jects, Tle wanted bis movie to have a presence at those events, 
(Now i's stankind practice to preview such movies at cor: 
vemtions.) Comic book alhastritar Howard Chaykin 
tnilered a now-classic poster of mat intense, 
ahmost Marvel-csque Luke Skywalker bran- 
dashins his lightsaber. The image daz- 
gled convertion patrons, who 
had never heard of the 
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Werte erucd Darang ttc Boy 


GEORGE LUCAS 


Poster Art 


Tommy fangs romoatic movie potter style 
(feft). emphovizing godd-veriad-evil, wird 
o deportuve fro the aseol solemce fiction 
poster fore, 4A 7978 Stan Was conic poster 
by Howerd Chaykin fobove) is ta beeping 
with camics art popular ta the T9708, A 
Hihograph by Witeid Dybowsk? (below) for 
the Polish selease of Return of the Jedi, 
shows Oorth Vader’ exploding ead Gad i 
considered oe of the mast wewsual of mf 
foredge posters. 


4 LAS FILMA TI POLES Tod STAR WAS ’ : : ' 
ARRISON FORD CARRIE FISHER = . ® 
€R CUSHING . 

| a JOHN’ oe iceman 
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The spece fantasy hat continued in Stan Wares comics from Marve! 
ond Dork Horse. Enlisted to help teil the stories one some of the 
best comics ifustrotors in the business. Clockwise fram might: Hegh 
Fleming's pointing of Lake ond Leo from Dork Horse's Splinter of 
the Mind's Eye cover: Flaming’s chilling portrait for o cover from 
the Oark Lords of the Sith serfes: o page from Dark Empire II by 
Com Kenoedy; o poge from Marvel's Empire adaptation, by Al 
: Williamson and Carlos Garzon; Rebel heroes on Hoth, by Terry 
nh i ae r Austia, ¢ bores pir-op in Marvel's Empire series: another Morvel 

\ = © + ' pin-up, of Lake and Vader, by Frank Miller, 
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LEE 
flair for swashbucklis 


lustrate tl al Wi mics ad bon. ot 
ime later. 7 é wenily suited bo the 


nbedii, The ori Sance the late Dark Horse Gomiecs has 


been publishing tl doing adwe 
arul | OMAN ONS, OPEMINE wp F 
the el ‘fers alli 
rman and Hugh File 
[erie n homirous, bres 
Impressive 1 the inberiar line work 
Cam Kennedy who, like Williamsen, captures 


d venture, comics the soul of Shae Wares with his sensitive approach 
: Wears comic strip, which & syrbdin CW course, the international flea proariertiaci 
aeross the country from 1981-8 illiamsan, a ver of Stas Wears enabled artists from different coui- 


ce fiction tithes from the 18306, was heavily tries to interpret Laecas’ famboyant brainchild, 41- 
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That the sega continues in written form 
gives fons enormous satisfaction. Streron, 
engudibly the best movie porter artist of our 
doy, has also Westrated covers for mony 5T4e 
Wars novels. Left: The Bithlen band, Figen 
D'an and the Medal Nodes, depicted for the 
cover of the gedio book We Don't Oo Wed- 
dings by Kathy Tyers. Right: Cower ort for 
Showdown at Centerpoint, whose action 
accurs 24 pears ofter bhe events in Return 
of the Jedi. Befow: Cover ot for Barbare 
Harrhiy's Chlldren of the Jedi. 


though many fe 


Including a Spa 


i bey WW 


Lucastilon 


ifn posters adhered to the Jung-style heroic composthen, 
 Hildel : 

hi Ohrai played with 

llustration tor Keture 


of Darth Vader's 
ur fume, Drew Stra, 


. For the sanmer rere- 


Id Jater illus- 


cmmpuligns bor frac i F von smal thie 


EN TV qawies: more recem 


tant hardeaver novels based on the & Wars saga and its ch 


goal of 1 
paeuy tha 


ations iebo 
carl Sek ISS 


if cards, a pais 





New art inioired by the movies bos belped bolld resewed interest fa STAR Wars. 
Clockwise from right: Solociouws Cromb by comics ovtist Mike Zeck: Greedo, the 
bounty hunter, by pointer Mike Lemes: Lake ond Voder by the king of comics, 
Jock Kirby; on Ewok by motion picture oad comics designer William Stouts 2-02 
mod (-3PO by Perowen pointer Saris Volleje: on Imperial stormtrooper aboard 2 
dewback by veteran illestrater Al Williamson; bownty hunter Bobo Fett by comic 
book ortist Rick Geckler; Princess Lele by commercial artiet-temed-comie Mut 
trator Brion Steifreere; Bea Kenobi aed Yoda by Russel! Walks. 
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Fram iuach bones fo troding cords, Sra Wass art bas 


bees hot for 20 janes. Clockwree fram above: o 18-year 
omivenary commemorative plate by Margen Weisiling: 
4 scene from Empire, by Gere Lemery, appeared ait 
iwach foxes: ovessecs vider pock aging showrawed movie 
poster artist Joha Alvin: Micheal Whelie's partrart af 
Yada Wosteoted the cover of @ foornel: bow art for the 
CD-ROM game Rebel Assoult by Geeg Winters; cad 
Famous Monsters mimonrine featered hfs cover portrait 
of a Fasden Rodder by sci-f ortict Basil Gages, 








tae WARS 


and o quarterly mofazine, For thi 
first tinee, fins could revel in anginal 
production art, paster and poome- 
thom art and art developed for mer 
chanclisina means atl laramel wesw 
interprerations—called “New Vi 
sions’ —by top illustrators imspirced 
by the movies theniselves 

Although the first collvction of 
New Visions was created mostly by 
comic book illustratears—a veritable 
who's iho of the imdustty—Senes 
2 ated 3 of Galaxy boasted original 
work by mainstream artists (Gahan 
Wilson, Will Vinton, Joann Daley), 
es well as artists carrently alesigavirid 
for metion pictures (Mark “Crash” 
MecCreery, Mike Smithson, John 





, MOT many others), Veter 
an movie poster painter Joe Sonith 
(frn Aer, Dr 2hivago, The Binds) 
was conmed out of retirement to i. 
lustrite a series oF portrants of tbe 
Hain characters, paintings that even 
tually wound up in the personal cal- 
lection of Georpe Lucie, 

Mot surprisingly, oemsed prod: 
wets and promorions gave birth to a 
Plethora of memorable Shak Ware 
art. Samples af it are featured in the 
Galaxy secs, ranging from collectors’ 
plates (Thom Blackshear, Morgan 
Weistling) to lunch boxes (Gene 





exquisite CocasCola pairit: 
ed posters (Boris Vallejo). Cornput- 
er games amd related graphics sown 


provided SVE Pockne directicris ler 


Leanery) te 


the saga's imagery. 
ATae WARS art 1s ongoing, just 
as Svar Wires the movie lives on, tn 


7 of Fars and 





aspiring mew denerati 
future illustrators. George Lucas bet 
the genie out of the bottle when he 
invited fellow artists to partake in 
Luke Skywalker's fantastic adven- 
tures. Mow, we con all sit back ond 
enjoy thetic breathtaking imterpereti 
thors in every inedium they appear. 
Like the Porce itselt, the excitement. 
romance and Mn as Tato of STAB 
Wars—on film of in graphic art 
form—will be with us... always. 


Curry Creer ren 28 Hannyrs Mest Coaaae 


; : aap ; 
rilitor, based in Los Angeies 
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Ag the qolaxy of heroes ond willis 
expands, so does the gallery of artistic 
ioterpretations of the Stas Wars phe- 
nomenon. At night, the Aiidebrondis" 
take on Prince Xizor, the evildoer from 
Topps’ Shadows of the Empire cord 
sett Hoa Solo and Chewhecea at ftir 
trated by Roy Loge for the Topps’ cord 
get Stan Want Finest: of explosive pore 
trait by Chris Moeller of Boba Fett, the 
bownty fwater, cover ort for issue & af - j 
‘Stan Waes Galaxy Magazine. eae f ; } 7 ; oe ae 
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Special Edition-inspired Mlustroetran of a poate ond scurrters by Jeff Rebner, color by Robert Ro, inking by Mark Irwin, 
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With Star Wars as the 
cornerstone, George Lucas has built 
an impressive and cutting-edge 
galaxy of businesses Re es ae 


BY STEVE SANSWEET 


Fall the Stak Wars legacies, few are more concrete than the group of companies that Brew out of 
George Lucas’ need to put on film things thot had mever been seen before, and that Hay Ravers swore 
couldn't be done. Today, the Lucas companies are still pushing the boundanes of technology and cre- 
ativity. And as they gear op for the Sra Wars prequels, there's am even greater sense of ex€itement:. 
ind purpose thin before, [t's as if their mission statement was written hy Youa himself tek not. Da, 
Or do mot. There is me try.” ; 





‘Three Lucas companies have long been leaders in their fields. Lucasfilm Ltd., the parent compa: ms 
ny, includes all of George Lucas" feature film and television activities, as well os the business activities of the” 

THX Group and Lucastilm Licensing. As one of the most successful independent production companies in ‘the: * 
world, its feature films have garnered 44 Academy Award nominations and 17 Oscars. It has. B 
top 20 box-office hits of all time, . 





And Lucasfilm Licensing, which 5 oatstalls nurtured the Stax Wass property dated “the commercially “quiet * . 


years"—from about 1985-31 —teday represents one of the hottest licensed properties in the eS feu . 
e ue 


Digital IWlustration By Slim Films, Photo of George Lucas By Eric Millatta 
























The LucasArts Entertainment Company is ome of the 
world’s leading developers and publishers of interactive enter- 
tiinment. lis Svan Waesbased CD-ROM and vides 


consistently top the best-seller lists, and many of its ori 





Les 





intially created Pailes dre col far behind with their chal- 


lenging play and creative sense of humor, LucasArts’ 





tithes fave won neore thon LOO imdustry awards, 





wil Lid, incerporapes two divi- 
sinis—Lodustrial Laght & Madie (ILM) and Sky- 

wilker Sound. Becinning with its plomecring 
work on Star Waes, (LM virtually created 


Lincs Law 


the moderna visual effects industry, and 20 
wears Later is still the undeniable leader in 
an ever-changing Held. In the post 17 
VENTS, ILM has won 14 Academy Awards 
for Rest Visual Effects and nine techni- 
cal achievement awards. [t has worked 
on wellover LOO blons gre plaved a key 
role in six of the coq 10 beset fice Init 
of all time, including the Indiana 
Jones series, Terminator 2: fiedgenemt 
Dag, Porrest Groap and fieressie Pork 
Skywalker Sound is one of the 
largest and most versatile audio 
post production facilities in the 
entertaininenth industry, and has re 
cenved 10 Academy svwards for Out- 
standing Achievement in Sound 
and sani effects editing 

Lucasfilm irself has gone 
through a series of transformations 
aver the years. Between 1977 ond 
1URS, 1 oomctentcated an ciakinad the 
S7as Wass and Indiana Jones films 
and started up ILM, Licensing. THX 
and a computer division. “Even back 
then, George was investing to bring 
digital technology into the tilmumaking 
process,” says Lucnshlm president Geor- 
dont Radley. “Gut of dhe first computer 
division sprang a oumber of businesses 
and tech 






Woties: interactivity in the farm 
oF gaomes From LucasArts; ILA's comput 
er-fraphics departimicne; Pixar, which we 
later sold [and which then produced Toy ste 
ri}; and aur Cred picture: and sound-ediing 


technologies, which were acquired ly Avid.” 





The period from [985-59 was one of profes- 
STornalizaitio4n, Ractley saves. We sat Lp) seg car be 
operating units for aeoountability and management 
reapansibility.” By 189 there were 10-12 divisions all 


tinder one corporate umbrella, so Hm prediction was 





refined in Lacashlm and evervihing else wis put ite a 
subsidiary called LucasArts. The divisions were then 


pre ri pec Br [ies rd i ng ta thei rT OOMmMons li cy, b uit th Cre Wis sf 1] 
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a tug whiew it caie te Shrbnegic ‘rtd capital needs. Arierthes Tenor Perret 1 1993 lew 
te the current three-company structure. 
"During that period, the digital advances that George had pioneered were finally 


coming to fraiien ard creating a revolution in the entertatnment industry,” Kodley 











says. “We expected turbulence and chaos in the industry, and we wanted to be 
nimble and able to address the future without being tied to any particular plat- 
former hardware.” Since TSS the compe 
amy polit in its history, From a cevenue and poole standpeint, 
While George Lucas is chairman of his companies, he leaves the day 
to-day operations to his top ouinagers. ‘“Goorge is very good at being the 
chainnan of the board,” Radley notes. “He's sees the hit picture, he's a 


nv has heen more successtul than at 


Corn paely buildes anh Ve ell de ib filshitiaker, SLRIELE LIME inher ested art educa 
tion, andl a person who creates unique work environments.” 

But having an owner whe is also a client is a fairly rare sitwa- 
tien. “If George needs special effects from (LAL. he negotiates: with 
men " Radley saves. “The nexe day. he may make decisions about 
esting millions in new techmologty for ILM. Phat rather than sece- 
ing this as purely a oembers gare, bell book at bow be and other 
flinmaker clients could take advantage of that mew teckinelesdy.” 
The next Stan Wass trilogy, Radley inelieves, is an opportu 

THEY, Chat gl mecessny, * These COMTI hove been mere success - 

fil than ever; the prequels just kicks ie all to a differen level.” 

At LucasArts’ new headquarters near Skywalker Ranch, 
president Jack Sorensen ts equally aptimistic about the future 
of his Laesiriess, Iti am industry wy hi Te well: knenaen pluses have 
been bought up, gone aut of business or seen their lines shiriv- 
el, LucasArts is more successtul than ever, with a library of 26 
tithes —17 hasecl om Stae aes of Indiono Jonmes—not tnclud- 
ing add-on programs or dames ported to different systems. [ty 
fames are distributed in more than 30 countries and tramslat 
ed Into seven Languages. 

What accounts for LorasActs” success? “Prom the begin- 
ning, the strategy hasn't changed,” Sorensen says. “We have 
George Lucas as an cxample. He's creative, quality-oriented and 

storyooriented, but olso sims at oa very lore gudience. We've 

tried to avoid the fads in the industry and build good qualiey 

products—not a lot of them—but cach one gening attention and 
each one an event when it hits the marketplace.” 

Lucashilm's dames operatbon—which became |acasArts 

wis launched im the early 18806 a5 a small group of about a dezen 

developers and has slowly evelved. “I view Lucassirts 13 being no 

different from floor television or muse, where vou're reglly taking 





The emergence of Indestrial 1 damble on every project based on its creative coment and wheres 
Light & Magic bos beer one of its interesting and attractive and what people wane,” Sorensen says. 
the most enduring aspects of “No one as successtul every single time, and you have the technological 
Sman Wars, The company that uncertainty lavered on tep, bor Lacasarce does have a tepotation as cn 
revolutionized the special of the oost highly regarded developers in the world.” 
effects business hos recently Bask is involved at every turn. “Two years ago when we said we were 
| topped the crective powers of developing a Shadews of the Eanpine game for a new cartridge platform, the 
the computer and forged inte Nintendo 64, a lot of people thought we were nuts, but it will be ane of our most 
| dfgftol moviemokiog with such successtul titles,” Sorensen says, reteroing to the recently released vicleo game tied 
| Sivas os (from toe) willow, inte Stiadsws, the Shae Wass inultimedia project Laanched list vear, The @une ts 


The Abyss, Death Becomes likely co join sich LicasArcs best-sellers as Rebel Asa: auile, Wing and Dark Forces. 
Her ond Jurassic Park. Left: Arcumd the same time LucasArts released &1 ws for the Nintendo 64 last De- 
TLM stalwart) at work, vember, the Conny tise cane et with versions of the CD-ROM games Dark Forces 
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and 

Rebel As- 

sault Tl for 

Sony's Flay Station, 

The first quarter of ‘87 

will see the intraduction of 

XeWing va, TE Fighter, He- 

hellion, a strategy dante, and 

Jedi Knight, to coincide with the 

theatrical release of the STAR Wags 
Trilogy Special Eelitiow. 

“That body of products, across 

multiple genres and multiple platforms, 

just hasa't been dene before.” Sorensen 

says, “and that in many wavs is only a 


“ie ave George Loe as an example 









He's creative, 


Isa aims at a 











warm-up for what we expect to be doing 
for the prequels, As the prequels Come 
together, I think all the companies will 
he working very closely with one an- 
other, We'll continwe our traditien af 
taking hincs from whae's in ie filen 

and ‘extrapolating on them.” 
South on Kowte 201 from 
LucasArts is ILM, 
a nondescript industrial 
park Rafoel, 
Calif. The company 
logo—a magician 
pulling a 


T ah 


hicusend) int 


in Sag 


Die 
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bit que of is top hat—has long symbolized what its TOO employ: 
ees clo practically every day. “Our mission is to provide the best 
stuteak-the-art visual effec ts and COMmpruber Sninwittrom for merteon 
pictures and to produce the beat visual effects for television cont 
mercials, which mow makes up about 25 percent of our busi- 
ness,” says Jim Morris, president of Lucas Digital and general 
rete el [LBs 

The addition of advertising work allows a cross-fertilization 
between the feature and commercial sides, and gives [LMers the 
Chance todo poojects of varied lengths and to play different cre 
ative poles, Morris mores. “Wien some of thase people who pro- 
duce or direct commercials come back to the feature side, they're 
better able te get inte the treads of feature directors amd get on the 
screen what they want. Conversely, in features, there's a longer 
perbod of time to de research and development, and that technolo- 
gy can then be applied te the commercial group.” 

What's truly amazing 1s thar [LM has managed 
to stay on the cucting edge of the industry that it 
created 20 vears ago, despite constant and revely- 
tonary technolodical changes, “Orne of the imaisn 
reasons [L&E is what it is, is because of George [Lu- 
cas|,” Morris soya, “He started it to figure cut o way 
to do the kinds of images he wanted in the S708 
Wass films. Despite the fact that he never comes 
across os 4 techie, he hes a high level of comfort and 
metterest ins [highs technology. There have been oimes 
when ILM wasn't exactly a profitable operation, but 
George kept it going to support his work amd that of 
other Alranakers,” 
py convergence of a large number of creative anal 
technical people over the years have created the 
kind of esprit de corps and culture that has sened 
ILM well in the face of increasing OEE LAL. 

Geod projects breed more good projects, and 
ILM has had a large number of top-notch director 
chents whe have conseanly soughe more aad better 
visual clfects. “ALL of our best innovations have re- 
sulted from the need te solve specific problems. on 
prajgeces," 
breakthroughs, [LM can boast: 

* The first “morphing” or on-screen transformation se- 
quence, i Willow. 

* The first creation of a wholly computer-fenerated (CGI, 
three-dimensional character, the “pseucdepod” in The Abuyss. 

* The firse main clhacaeeer “dsl” 
the peer -metal chor in Tererinaror 2: fedgerent Day. 

* The first CS human skin texture, in Oearh Erconpes Mer. 

* The first use of clitital techinelady to create realishe charac 

te rear ee EN shin, muscle and texture, in_farassie Pork, 
* "The first 3-D photo-real cartoon character, in The Jfesk. 

* The first fully synthetic sgreuukcanagt charecters with clistirice 
personalities and emotions, the gdhosts in Casper. 

* The het O% hair and tur, in funni. 

For the coming years, ILM has already seta number of bolty 





Lucas’ commitment anced the hap- 


Morris save. Thus, ainong many other 


Fro eornpater graphics, 


goals. “Techinelogically, we wart bo create cools that are easier for 
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the artists to wee in atder to create the kinds of images that directors 
wanot,” Mors explains, “We're aleo secking faster processing of 
date im order to get more on screen in shorter pencels of tine, 
and to bring the cost of that irmadery dawn” 

And for those fans whe pine about the “death” of tra- 
thtional prop and oxdel-making for the movies, Moros 


motes that the demise has been much exagterated. “A 





few vears hack, pec Choudhet we had seen the end 
of stage shots with miniatures,” he says. “But 
quite often the tracditiemal solutions are dhe best, 
capecially with things like pyrotechnics. Ohus 


model shop and motion-contral photography 






operatvans are still gaan strong.” 

Another part of Lucas Digital is Sky- 
walker Sound. Its vice president and 
general manoger. Gloria Borders, has 
personally supervised scald edinng on 
some of the biggest bios of the last 10 


Years, including Termcirator 2, for 





which she won an Academy Award. 
The unit is headquartered in the 
145, (A) sxpaane-tcaat Technical Build- 
ind at Skywalker Ranch, Borders 
oversecs a facility that has hve mix- 
Inf: rooms, Numerous edit bays, 
transfer roams amd a large scoring 
stage that's been wsed by everyone 
tram country singers tor By mptonny 
arthestras. There's also a Foley 
[sound cifects| Stage and a2 commier- 
cul sowmd unit 

Cece Lier hos asked Borders 
to redefine the state of post-produc- 
tion on films when it comes to 
sont, ated to make Skywalker 
Sound ready for the all-digital fate 
net only fer the Srae Wars prequels 
but for the multitude of outside pro- 
jects that Skywalker Sound services. 


Besides state-of-the-art technical facili- 





lies, Skywalker Sound alge offers om. 
Ranch accommodations and overall top 
quality at “prices that are bevond competi 
tive,” Hornlers says, “We have tourned around 
the perception that we are too far away, ten 
expensive or that we only work on George's 
peace, Borders sys “Plus, we have a talent 
pool that definitely is the best in the weerld.” 
trsides its own logo and that of S7as Wars, 


per laaprs thie ect mest recognizable, if seme ties 1s 


LucasArts Entertainment Campoay hos emerged from 
the lecofilm bostness empine to become o pioeeers 
ig feeder in the ended ond PC gaunt rdtuctry 
Among the best-selling titles from LucasArts are 
f:\Wing ftap), Qork Foros foenter) ond Bebe! 


uiderstood pant of Lucasfilm is ins THX Group, which 


fc the Finest in him presentation, whether 


inaomovie therter or at home, “The impetus [for its creation| 





erases ta pray 


was George Lacas' desire to iimpeove filo standards in exdukitien 


In the ea ly L505," Says Monitea L. Dashwood, the division's gc neral EY i ne Sees ke te epee Ld es 


muinager “He was frustrated when he went to the- 
alers bo see Kelera of the fed? and found that some of 
the spectl effects and sounds they had werked so 
hard toe create were lost in the presentation.” 

With a small group of engineers, Lucasfilen 
found the most effective way te cluplicate the de- 
signs of the mixing renn anid translate them to the 
theater setting. Today THA is known for establish- 
ing standards in theaters and in homes. THX isn't a 
film format or the encoded sound 
information on 
a film, but 


rather 

the Hihat appears to be o grand 
Vietarfon manse is octeally 
the main office building at 
Leno” Skywalker March, 





design of the playback environment. There are spe- 
cific criteria that hardware manufacturers have to 
meet in onder te get the THE trademark. 

THA ts now used on 1400) theater screens, (5 
percent of them outside the United States, The divi- 
sion works with more Chart 55 equipment manufic- 
turers on the heme-theater sile. On the software 
side, through its THX Crigital Mastering operation, 
the division certihes the quality of the transter of a 
files to laser disk or videotape, the latter pioneered 
with the release of the Svan Wass trilogy in late 
1895. We make sure thar the colors and sound are 
as close to the original master film as possible,” 
Dushwesd says. There are now well over 100 bape 
arid disk tithes that have received the THX mark, 

Another THX unit, die Theater Alignment Pro- 
fram, works with stadios wo review prints of films 
when they come frond labs and before they ge te the- 
arers. Later, a freelance staff of up to 400 people 
foes ta selected films to evaluate how they arc being 
presented im theaters across the country. 
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For some fans, Lucashlm means three-inch Syar Wars ae- 
Hon figures or trading cards ora new novel, The man behind 
all that is Howard Rotfman, vice president of licensing. How 
does be explain the huge revival of interest in the original tril- 
ogy vears before the next trilesty ts scheduled to be released? 

“One reason os that ST4e Wars made such an impact on 
people's lives the frst Hime around,” Roitman says. “Tt wasen't 
something that you forgot after you left the theater; it stayed 
with you in so many different ways. As the original audience 
iirew alder, Sian Wars not only remained its relevance, but be- 

came a reminder ofa lot of things far people as they went 
through different phases of their lives. Star Wass is 

a timeless suga. It speaks as much to this gen- 

emtion as to the prior generation.” 
S648 Wes as a licensed property is 
stranger and broader tena Linn ever 
before, Roffman explains, “That's 
becaiise 22°S rbot only small kids huy- 
ing products, but aloo grown-ups. 
Chit philosophy is that we're mat 
irvying ta drum up demand, we're 
sutistying demand. Sie Wars is too 
impertint, even ‘sacred’ te people, be- 
CHG If mens something very personal 
to them. Everything we've done has been 
out of a belief that this is a product that hos 
some integrity which will bring adele! enjoyment 
to peaple who are into Star Wass, In virtually 
every Case, the de iirc was there bevend Our 
wildest expectations, and people just came back 
hungry for mere,” 

The rerelease of the trilogy on video in Late 
1995, spurred by better technology, alse feel de: 
mand. In fact, 20th Century-Fox Hone Vier 

sold thoee times more tapes than it had expectel—nearly St 
million workdwide 

Lucashlm Licensing tries to stay im teach with its aucdi- 
ence to see what fis wart, acu tus been giming its products. 
and promotions at older children wrod adules. Got mow the di- 
6 vounger children as part of the mix. In seeking 
licensees, Roffiman says, it looks for companies with size and 
clout, but alse those with a passion for Star Wars. He pcicits 
out thant wll six eprscdes, including the upcoming prequels, are 
all one story, and that “classic” Siae Wass, the original trilo- 
gy. will always remain one focus of licensed products, 

“There can det nitely he ten attwech of a sil thing, grid 
it’s our responsibilicy te keep Siar Waas enjoyable for the 
millions whe lowe ic,” Eoffman says, “We're mat pertioct, and 
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it's possile we'll make some missteps along the way. But | 
thon't think we'll ever again hove the perception that existed 
alter Rerwry of the feral, that Sve Wars was dead, was over. | 
think we've learned 20 years after the original that it's never 
Soing to be over, The task mow is to produce the new trilecy, 
see where that takes us and keep Sake Wars interesting mend 
Mmeaningiul tor mary Penerations to come.” Al 





BEFORE YOU SEE IT AGAIN 
FOR THE FIRST TIME... 





EDITION 







_..READ ABOUT IT HERE! 


TRILOGY SPECIAL EDITION ISSUE! 


Exclusive STAR WARS TRILOGY: Special Eclition news 
Interview and portfolio of cover artist JOE JUSKO 
Poster: new scenes, characters, vehicles, and 

creatures from Special Edition 
All-new roleplaying fiction tying into the Special Edition 
Exploring the movie scripts = and much more! 


* STAR WARS TRILOGY: Special Edition 


card with Jabba the Hutt! 


#10 COMING THIS JANUARY! 
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WHAT.GOO0 15 A VILLAIN IF YOU DONT USE HIM, AMLISE iM, AND PUSH 
HIM ABGUMET: "WITH THE STAR WES 3-0 JOWSTICK GAME, PULAG IM THE 
DEACIAELE, DARTH MADER GENE POR MOE COMTIOLLED MOTHER Git 











“LET EM KNOW WHO USES THE FORCE WITH JHE STAR WARS 
|] TRILOGY HANDHELD GAMES FROM TIGER, 


TIGER. 
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